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Was the Book of Daniel in 
The Hebrew Bible? 


I am enclosing a clipping from a 
newspaper which says the Book of 
Daniel was not in the Hebrew Bible. 
I have always been under the im- 
pression that Daniel was in the Old 
Testament canon. Will you please 
enlighten me on this? 

I enjoy THe Sunpay ScHoo, TIMEs 
very much. It helps me to keep a 
straight course in a world that does 
not know where it is going—A Ca- 
nadian reader. 


The newspaper clipping that the Ca- 
nadian reader enclosed is evidently 
from a Bible Study column that ap- 
pears regularly in that paper. Among 
other things about the Book of Daniel, 
the clipping says: 

“Daniel contains many fine passages 
and we think of it as being one of the 
major prophets, but it is not in the 
Hebrew Bible, the reason being that it 
must have been written after the list, 
or Hebrew canon, was closed. From 
the book itself, one would naturally 
gather ‘that it was written by a con- 
temporary of the events he describes, 
but, as a matter of fact, it must have 
been written about 400 years later.” 

The statements made by the news- 
paper columnist can be found among 
the now threadbare attacks on the au- 
thenticity of the Book of Daniel. Prob- 
ably no book of the Old Testament has 
been a greater target for the Higher 
Critics. They have questioned its au- 
thorship, the date of its writing, and 
its content, piling up argument after 
argument that they claim makes the 
acceptance of the historic Christian 
view of the Book of Daniel impossible. 

Yet, time and again these arguments 
have been answered by Christian schol- 
ars in a way that would satisfy anyone 
who approaches them with. an honest 
and open mind. One of the greatest of 
these scholars was Robert Dick Wilson, 
Ph.D., D.D., LL.D., a Semitic scholar 
at Princeton University, whose author- 
ity cannot be questioned. Dr. Wilson 
spent many years of long and patient 
research examining the statements of 
the Higher Critics concerning the Old 
Testament, comparing them with the 
facts that he uncovered. His researches 
on the Book of Daniel were published 
in 1917 and in 1938 under the title, 
“Studies in the Book of Daniel.” Un- 
fortunately these books are now out of 
print. If copies can be obtained from 
the public library, the reader will be 
thrilled by the evidence that Dr. Wil- 
son has marshalled to show that the 
critical arguments against the validity 
of the Book of Daniel are baseless and 
untenable. 

The statement made in the news- 
paper article quoted above that Daniel 
is not in the Hebrew Bible is not cor- 
rect. It is not in the same place in the 
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King James Version where it follows 
the prophecy of Ezekiel. There are 
three parts to the Hebrew Bible—the 
Law, the Prophets, and the Hagiog- 
rapha or Sacred Writings. The Book 
of Daniel appears in the third division. 
It is generally believed that the reason 
for this placing is that in the majority 
of the Old Testament prophecies the 
people of God occupy the foreground, 


whereas the world powers by which . 


they were threatened were only no- 
ticed incidentally and made the objects 
of “burdens” or threatening prophecies. 
In the Book of Daniel, however, his 
prophecy is made in the heart of the 
world power that had overthrown and 
subjugated all nations of the East, 
among them the Hebrew nation. From 
this viewpoint, Daniel foretells the rise 
of a new world kingdom that will 
destroy the present empire in which he 
lives and will in turn be destroyed by 
another and still greater power, and so 
on until the end when Christ’s millennial 
Kingdom will be established. In a large 
measure Daniel occupies the same posi- 
tion in the Old Testament that the Book 
of Revelation occupies in the New, and 
his writings are apocalyptic rather than 
merely predictive. 


Vacation in July With 
The Christian Fellowship Tour 
To Alaska 


ITH congenial Christian fellow- 

ship and the finest accommoda- 
tions, a travel vacation is offered to you. 
For many years The Sunday School 
Times Company has sponsored tours, 
including an eight-day cruise through 
Alaska’s Inland Waterways. The 
twenty-second such tour will leave 
Chicago on July 13 and will return 
there on August 2. The high point of 
the tour is the time spent in the quiet 
waters of the Pacific, winding through 
the narrow passages and between the 
islands off Alaska. The Canadian Pa- 
cific’s steamship Princess Louise will 
be used again this year. It offers to 
passengers every convenience for com- 
fort and pleasure. 

It is always a delight to visit the 
ports along the way. This year’s cruise 
will make stops at Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Wrangell, Prince Rupert, and of course 
Skagway, the most northerly port and 
the destination of the cruise. From 
Skagway the party will board the 
White Pass and Yukon Railway, for a 
thrilling ride on narrow gauge tracks, 
switchbacking up to high elevations 
along Lake Bennett to Carcross in the 
Yukon Territory. The scenery along 
this route is most spectacular. Each 


‘turn of the tracks produces scenes that 


defy description—peaks covered with 
snow, and glaciers off in the distance. 
Many tourists have stated that the 
scenery of this run is equal to much of 
Switzerland. Many fascinating Ameri- 
can cities and points of interest are in- 
cluded in the tour. 
(Continued on page 121) 
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On Putting Live Chicks With a Dead Hen 


All Christians need the strength-giving nourishment 
of a living church fellowship if they are to grow into 
maturity and fruitfulness. Particularly is this an essential 
for the babe in Christ, the young unweaned Christian 
fledgling. This is a law of normal spiritual life. It is an 
application of natural law in the spiritual realm. There 
may be the exceptional Christian baby who attains spir- 
itual manhood in isolation or in an unfavorable spiritual 
climate. But he is an exception. The New Testament has 
much to say about a Christian’s growth into maturity. 
This problem weighed heavily upon the heart of the Apos- 
tle Paul, and he devoted much time and energy to instruc- 
tion in spiritual growth. This instruction took two forms. 
There was first the emphasis upon spiritual food and en- 
vironment for growth—the milk and the meat of the Word 
of God, together with true Christian church fellowship 
and discipline. Such nourishment and spiritual nurture he 
taught was not optional but necessary. Secondly, there were 
the repeated warnings against false doctrine, false teach- 
ers, false companies of professing Christians. From these 
Christians were to withdraw. Today, however, one ‘hears 
of much talk and encouragement to the new Christian to 
return to “his own church,” regardless of its spiritual life 
and devotion. There he is “to be a witness.” This may have 
been a local congregation with which he had been associated 
for years. There he had never heard the Gospel, neither was 
there concern for personal salvation. The Bible teaches 
that the Christian is to be a light or witness in the world— 
not the church. The church is the place of worship, instruc- 
tion, fellowship, and discipline for the Christian, not the 
unbeliever. Again there is the mistaken view that holds 
that once a person has raised his hand in answer to an appeal 
to accept Christ, he is saved—he is eternally secure, he is 


sure of Heaven. Even if he never grows spiritually as a 
child of God, his eternal future is taken care of. Apart 
altogether from the question of whether a person who has 
made such a public decision is truly regenerated, one will 
search the Scriptures in vain for such spiritual irresponsi- 
bility with regard to growth. No, the New Testament 
teaching is incontrovertible. The newly hatched chicken is 
to be placed in the care of a live hen—the babe in Christ, 
under the fellowship, supervision, instruction of a living 
local church. There the new Christian will grow up into 
Christ and be equipped to go out into the world, with its 
adversity and unbelief, to win others to Christ. There is a 
false understanding of the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ 
that would limit it to a plan of salvation. The Gospel is 
the good news of the total provision of God’s grace to the 
lost and helpless sinner whereby he is regenerated, estab- 
lished in Christ, sanctified, and ultimately presented fault- 
less and mature before Him. Nowhere in the New Testa- 
ment is the babe to be abandoned after spiritual birth, still 
less to be delivered into the chill hand of a lifeless church 
for nursing care or to be systematically starved or fed 
poison by the bottle feeding of false teachers. This raises 
a serious problem for interdenominational agencies work- 
ing outside the churches. These organizations have the re- 
sponsibility before God to do everything possible to insure 
that those converted through their ministry are linked up 
with local churches where there is spiritual life and fruit, 
and where they will be nourished and built up in Christ. 
Likewise, those engaged in mass evangelism have a similar 
responsibility to do their utmost to channel their converts 
into those churches that will provide Biblical shepherding. 
The old homespun maxim has a spiritual thrust, “Don’t put 
live chicks with a dead hen.” 














5. Who Wrote the Bible? 


HE Bible is a perfect Book.—A per- 

fect book is one that cannot be im- 

proved on; it is a book that needs 
nothing added to it, and needs nothing 
to be taken from it. The words of Ec- 
clesiastes 3:14 express my meaning ex- 
actly: “I know that, whatsoever God 
doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can 
be put to it, nor any thing taken from 
it: and God doeth it, that men should 
fear before him.” 
The Bible claims perfection: “The law 
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By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


of the Lord is perfect” (Psa. 19:7). “I 
have seen an end of all perfection: but 
thy commandment is exceeding broad” 
(Psa. 119:96). The meaning here is that 
there is no perfection in human produc- 
tions, but as for the Word of God, there 
is no bound to its perfections. 

The Bible needs no Apocrypha to 
complete it; it needs no “Traditions” to 
be counted “equal with it.” The Bible 
has not suffered the loss of any of its 
books: there are no such things as 








“the lost books of the Bible.” Some 
years ago a man wrote an article in 
the Woman’s Home Companion on, “The 
Books Which Jesus Loved.” All the 
books mentioned by the writer were 
books not in the Bible. It was an in- 
genious way of telling his readers that 
there are lost books of the Bible. I 
like the words of Psalm 12:6 and 7: 
“The words of the Lord are pure words: 
as silver tried in a furnace of earth,-. 
(Continued on page 112) 
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@ LAKE WALES, FLA.—Billy Graham has 
been denied use of Bok Singing Tower 
here for Easter Sunrise services. 
Justice Curtis Bok objected to the 
"hubbub and confusion" that would re- 
sult. (RNS) 





® Missionary Aviation Fellowship 


THE TIMES News Report 






@ WHEATON, ILL.—The National Asso- _ 
ciation of Evangelicals has announced ~ 











has dispatched a Cessna 180 to help 
in the emergency medical relief pro- 
gram sponsored by Protestant missions 
in the Congo. The craft will be used 
to transport medical teams to emer- 
gency areas. 


@ JERUSALEM.—The Islamic World Con- 


gress has approved plans for an Islamic 


mission center to be established in 
Geneva, for the spreading of Islam in 
Western Europe. (RNS) 





@® With the establishment of a lepro- 
sarium in Tanganyika, American Lep- 
rosy Missions marked progress in a 
chain of centers around the world that 
are serving as pilot plants demon- 
strating to governments and missions 
how leprosy can be treated. 








@ DJAKARTA, INDONESIA.—The use of 
Chinese characters in publication 
will be prohibited in this country as 
of June 1, reports The China Inland 
Mission. This will seriously curtail 
the literature ministry of evangeli- 
cal groups to the Chinese-speaking 
population. 








@ ENGLAND.—Advance preparations for 
the Billy Graham Manchester Crusade 


plans for its 19th annual convention 
to be held in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
April 10-14, under the theme, "Thy 
Word Is Truth." Speakers include 
Dr. Carl Henry, Dr. Harold Ockenga, 
Rev. T. F. Zimmerman, NAE president, 
and Dr. Henry Bast, president of Cal- 
vin Seminary, Grand Rapids. 


@ HONG KONG.—The National Committee 
of the Protestant Churches in China 
pledged continued support for _ the 
Communist regime at a conference in 








Shanghai. Peiping Radio reported 
the conference as saying they had 
"transformed themselves from an in- 
strument of imperialistic aggression 
into churches administered by Chinese 
Protestants themselves." (RNS) 


@ WASHINGTON, D.C.—Roman Catholics 
outnumber members of any other single 
denomination in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, although Protestants as a 








whole continue to constitute a major- 
ity. There are 86 Catholics in the 
House. The second most numerous are 
the Methodists, with 76. (RNS) 


@ TANGANYIKA.—A mob of African vil- 
lagers attacked the Rev. Paul Bruton, 








in May include land-lines by which the 
meetings will be relayed to churches 
and halls in all parts of Britain. 
Many centers have been booked for this 
purpose. Evangelical leadership has 
expressed. concern, however, as to 
whether mass evangelism is still the 
answer to Britain's need. (A. Morgan 
Derham) 


@® THAILAND.—Buddhist priests have 
become regular borrowers of Christian 
books from a church library in Ang- 
thong, reports The China Inland Mis- 
sion. Favorite book is Billy Graham's 
Peace With God. (MNS) 
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head of the Assemblies of God mission 
here, during a sermon in a mission 
church. The attackers are reported 
to have threatened to kill the mission 
leader if he preached at the church 
again. (RNS) 


@ NEW YORK.—The New York Bible Soci- 
ety reports that 1,240,000 Scriptures 
were distributed by the Society in 
1960 for an all-time record. 








@ JERUSALEM. —Archaeologists from 
the Hebrew University here have un- 
earthed remains of an Israelite set- 
tlement near En Gedi believed to have 
been founded by Josiah. (RNS) 
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Blue Laws and Manger Scenes 


Agitation has sprung up in Little Rock, Houston, and 
Hamilton, Ontario, over Sunday business and entertainment 
closing—the so-called “blue laws.” In New Jersey, Florida, 
and Ohio, courts are hearing suits involving the reading 
of Scripture in public schools. A Maryland woman pro- 
tests that Bible reading in the public schoolroom violates 
the agnostic conscience of her fourteen-year-old son. . The 
American Civil Liberties Union argues that it is not in 
keeping with the separation of church and state to place 
a “sectarian” Nativity scene on the lawn of a government 
building in Portland, Oregon. 

Alarm among Christians over such developments is 
understandable. The Church is suffering setback after set- 
back, we say. At what pass have we arrived, that the 
American public will no longer tolerate these token ac- 
knowledgments of God in our national life? Woe betide 
America if she departs from her Christian traditions. 

Our response bears examination, however. In the first 
place, it is clear that inasmuch as any man or nation refuses 
to acknowledge God, it is fatal. But, having said that, we 
must understand that never in history has there been a 
truly Christian nation, and that the. New Testament neither 


anticipates nor makes provision for such except under the 





millennial reign of Christ. There is no present-day national 
counterpart to the Old Testament order for Israel as the 
chosen nation. The people that God is calling to Himself 
now is a people out of every nation. The United States 
government, while indebted to the firm conviction in 
the existence and authority of Almighty God on the part 
of many of the founding fathers, must preserve a civil order 
in which all our diverse elements are treated impartially. 

Heretofore there has been public acknowledgment of 
Christianity in forms that are now coming under fire. 
If ours is to be a genuinely pluralistic democracy (that is, 
comprising radically different groups in a free society with 
equality for all) it will become increasingly difficult for us 
to insist on, say, the reading of the Bible in our public 
schools, even though we would like to see this continued. 

These developments, however, do not necessarily consti- 
tute setbacks for the Church of Jesus Christ. They merely 
represent a more obvious manifestation of secularism on the 
part of our nation. The Church does not look for its health 
to approval by the civil order. On the other hand, the 
majority of Americans would still call themselves “Chris- 
tian” and it is far from clear why they should be called 
upon to surrender the public field to vocal minority groups 
who claim offense at every mention of God and the 
Scriptures, 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 











AN EFFECTIVE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM.—The other day while turning 
the pages of the Westminster Bible Record for 1912, edited by that greatest expositor of his gen- 
eration, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, I found “‘a list of Bible schools in London affiliated with the 
Bible Teacher’s Association.” Here were listed twenty-eight different churches in London, in 
addition to Westminster Chapel, which were carrying on regular week-night studies in some book 
of the Bible. The time for these meetings was given, and the subject of the study. At West- 
minster Chapel, four different series were named, all given on Fridays! At 3:30 p.m., the subject 
was the Epistle to the Corinthians. At seven o’clock there were two classes, Bible Outlines and 
Bible Messages, and at eight o’clock was a class in New Testament History. Such concentrated, 
specific, continuous study of the Scriptures could not be found today in the City of London, in 
as many as twenty-eight churches, though London has many more people in it today than it had 
half a century ago. I am not so sure that in any great city in America, at least north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line, could such a large number of real Bible classes be found held regularly every 
week. What can be done to renew such wide interest in Bibical instruction? 


STRANGE TEACHINGS IN A DENOMINATIONAL COLLEGE.—One of the colleges in 
our country supported by the Presbyterian Church is Park College in Parkville, Mo. I have just 
read an article by a professor in that institution, Dr. Woodbridge O. Johnson, Jr., appearing in 
the October, 1960, issue of the most learned of all Unitarian periodicals, the famous Hibbert 
Journal. No one would ever expect to find a defense of any cardinal doctrine of the Chris- 
tian faith in the pages of the Hibbert Journal, and an evangelical Christian never looks to it for 
any help in the matter of Biblical interpretation. There is in this last issue, however, a most 
amazing article relating to the person of Christ by a professor in a Presbyterian college. It car- 
ries the unique title, ‘The Coming Copernican Christology.” Professor Johnson admits that 
that the Christian Church has always insisted that the “Creator God (Continued on page 124) 
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4. Purity of Testimony — or Opportunity? 


By JOHN W. SANDERSON, Jr. 


ONSERVATIVE Protestants today 

are faced with a series of para- 

.doxes. On the one hand there are 
those who are zealously guarding the 
purity of the external church; on the 
other there are those who are stressing 
the unity of the invisible Church. 
Which is the more important, purity or 
unity? 

In another, but not unrelated, direc- 
tion there is a paradox in evangelism. 
The so-called Fundamentalist, aware of 
the importance of conserving the truth 
as it is in Christ, and wary of every: 
temptation to dilute or compromise it, 
is finding that it is not easy to be a good 
Christian in the world. At the same 
time, Evangelicals so-called, aware of 
the need for propagating the truth, and 
wary of the temptation to indifference 
and callousness, are finding that at 
every turn they have opportunities for 
witnessing in an age when religion is 
once more a topic for discussion. Which 
is more important, purity of testimony 
or opportunity? 

T 


I. Proper PERSPECTIVE NECESSARY 


False answers to these questions can 
be heard on every hand: the Funda- 
mentalists are not interested in souls; 
the Evangelicals have no concern for 
the truth. True answers would seem to 
be found in views that set each issue 
in a proper perspective without com- 
promising its truth. For example, 
Christians today should study the 
Bible’s doctrine of the Church to solve 
the first paradox. Good. studies have 
been made in the past and some of 
these are available as reprints, but a 
crying need today is a study of the 
doctrine of the Church against the back- 
ground of today’s needs and. oppor- 
tunities. Such a study would neither 
emphasize one aspect of ecclesiology at 
the expense of the other nor view the 
two aspects of the Church as totally 
distinct. 

We sometimes hear it said today, 
after a lamentable division within the 
people of God, “What a relief it is to 
get rid of him (or her, or them).” 
Yet more sober thought would indicate 
that no true Christian is ever rid of any 
other. According to 1 Corinthians 12, 
every Christian is baptized into the one 
Body and thus partakes with all other 
Christians of the life of the Body and 
participates in every activity of that 
Body. The eye can never say to the 
ear, “I have no need of thee,” or “I’m 
glad to be rid of thee.” _.. 

But there is also another side. God 
who has ordained that the one Body 
should have invisible and visible aspects 
also has constituted the Church as 
visible,. not as a voluntary mutual 
admiration society, but as a group 
which in His providence is made up of 
people with varying backgrounds, per- 
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sonality traits, and viewpoints. Even 
a casual reading of Romans 15 indicates 
this. A church with only one state of 
mind is a group sure to stagnate. Out 
of the lively interplay of differences in 
opinion come careful exegesis, serious 
consideration of the church’s opportun- 
ities, and mutual forebearance. On the 
other hand, we hear men today con- 
doning compromising’.tendencies with 
the argument that discipline and a pos- 
sible separation when discipline fails 
are a contradiction of the unity of the 
Body of Christ. But surely a perusal 
of 1 Corinthians 5 and.2 Thessalonians 
3 indicates that Paul called for a sep- 
aration between believers when disobe- 
dience of the Scriptures or immorality 
was bringing the testimony of a given 
church into question. 

A greater appreciation then of the 
doctrine of the Church can serve to 





In the last article in this series, Mr. 

Sanderson emphasizes that while 

Christians need to seize every oppor- 

tunity to carry on an effective wit- 

ness in the world, this will not be 

achieved by sacrificing the truth to 
gain approval. 











correct false tendencies and perhaps to 
hold errant emotions in check as wild 
charges are brought to the judgment 
of a full-orbed Scripture doctrine. 
When this is done, purity and unity 
will be seen in their true light, and 
neither will be sacrificed for the other. 


II. ProBLEMs IN COMMUNICATION 


A second paradox of our day relates 
to the opportunities and problems in- 
volved in preaching the Gospel. Does 
the past have:the key to the present? 
If so, may not the example of the past 
generation encourage us to stay where 
opportunities are the greatest, with the 
large congregations in the older and 
established church groups? 

One of the great benefits from a study 
of church history is the knowledge 
gleaned from example. We are de- 
livered from many a pitfall by noting 
how others fared in a similar situation; 
we are led into a course of action be- 
cause some earlier saint succeeded in 
it. But the study of church history is 
not without its own pitfalls. One of 
these is the failure to see that no period 
of time is ever the same as those which 
preceded. History repeats itself, but 


‘only approximately. New times call 


for new approaches and for evaluations 
of the past in terms of the needs of the 
present. 

We should bear this in mind when 
we look, however nostalgically, to an- 
other era. Much of our thinking about 
the ecclesiastical situation today is 
colored by attitudes which were quite 


correct in a former situation but .which 
are not, and cannot be, correct today. 
For example, in his great work, “Chris- 
tianity and Liberalism,” J. Gresham 
Machen wrote, “If the liberal party, 
therefore, really obtains control of the 
Church, evangelical Christians must be 
prepared to withdraw no matter what 
it costs. Our Lord has died for us, and 
surely we must not deny Him for favor 
of men. But up to the present time 
such a situation has not appeared; the 
creedal basis still stands firm in the 
constitutions of evangelical churches” 
(p. 166). We often hear the same sen- 
timent today: that so long as the creeds 
of our churches have not been changed, 
conservatives are free to remain in 
them no matter how large the liberal 
majorities may be. And sometimes we 
hear Dr. Machen’s words quoted in de- 
fense of this position. But it should be 
clear that the cases are not really 
similar. Machen’s words indicate that 


he would withdraw when the liberals . 


gained control of the church, and he 
really expected them when in control 
to change the constitutions. But the 
liberals failed to live up to Machen’s 
expectations, for when they had gained 
the control they were content for the 
most part to allow the creedal state- 
ments to stand. Machen withdrew 
when the liberals won out; to quote 
him as in favor of staying in until the 
creed is altered is not to reckon with 
the changes in thought which time in- 
evitably brings. 

In fact today we are faced with an 
entirely different attitude toward the 
creeds and the subscription to them 
required of officers of the church. A 
desire to change the creeds did not de- 
velop, and has not developed to our 
day. The words are allowed to remain 
the same, and if they are interpreted at 
all, they are viewed as symbols of spir- 
itual truth, not as historical facts. 

Past history therefore cannot be re- 
produced in our day. The spectacle 
of Conservatives working within an 
ecclesiastical framework along with 
Liberals cannot be justified by an ap- 
peal to the recent past. If anything, an 
appeal to history will provide us with 
principles rooted in Scripture which 
when applied to the modern situation 
call for a realignment of the church 
visible so that it approximates more 
exactly, and thus gives fuller witness 
to, the Church invisible. 

Further, the pitfalls of history should 
be kept in mind when we are tempted 
to act according to the customs of an- 
other age. One might wish he were 
able, like Jonathan Edwards, to pre- | 
side over the fortunes of a Princeton 
University and give it Christian direc- 
tion; one might desire to be invited, as 
Machen was, to walk in the academic 
procession at Union Seminary and thus 
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give professional status to one’s Con- 
servative theology; one might cherish 
the ambition to lead a political move- 
ment to power, as Abraham Kuyper 
did with a Reformed-Roman Catholic 
coalition cabinet (sic) and thus incul- 
cate Christian principles into a nation’s 
culture. However, a pertinent fact of 
today must also be taken into account: 
the Liberal and secular antipathy to- 
wards Conservatives often rules out 
Christianity a priori, not because it is 
ill-reasoned or poorly represented, but 
because it is Christianity. .This antip- 
athy is not due merely to the misakes 
of a Fundamentalism of the recent past; 
it is due also to the fact that un- 
believers are becoming increasingly 
aware of the antithesis between Chris- 
tianity and all other forms of thought. 

Unfortunately there is not a corres- 
ponding awareness of this on the part 
of those who are truly Christian. Many 
of us have a myopic view of our op- 
portunities and our potentialities so 
that we are missing the best use of our 
Christian armor. A Christian was re- 
cently rejoicing that many of the teach- 
ers in his local high school were born 
again (“we don’t need a Christian school 
here”), but without realizing the import 
of what he was saying, went on, “But of 
course they are not allowed to read the 
Bible, pray, or give any religious coun- 
sel.” Breadth of Christian witness was 
achieved, but at the cost of depth. How 
superficial can a witness become and 
still be an effective witness? 

This is true all too frequently in 
other walks of life. Some of us are 
making advances only at the expense 
of our Christianity. But the Christian 
has a mandate to subdue the world for 
Christ and this means that our advance- 
ment is on the basis of, not with the 
concealment of, our Christian testimony. 
Many modern Christians need to have 
a conservative Kierkegaard inveighing 
against their “both-and” attitude and 
stressing the need for seeing that life 
is'an “either-or.” In other eras of the 
church, one might have had the ap- 
probation of both God and the world, 
though this is debatable; but in this age 
it is becoming increasingly apparent 
that we may have either His approval, 
or the friendship of the world, but not 
both. 

Does this mean that we must sacri- 
fice opportunity for testimony? Not at 
all. It is when Christian testimony at- 
tains real depth that it achieves power 
and commands the attention of the 
world. What Calvin may have lost by 
his vigorous application of Christian 
doctrine and practice at Geneva, he re- 
gained many fold as there came to his 
lectures men from Scotland, the Nether- 
lands, and other parts of Europe. 

Christian testimony attains real depth 
when it is a witness to “the whole coun- 
sel of God.” This involves bringing 
more of the Scriptures to bear on our 
lives than the Church as a whole is now 
doing. A consideration of Galatians 
2:10 and 1 Timothy 5, just to mention 
two passages, indicates a wide area of 
social responsibility that is not under 
our constant consideration. Sporadic 
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responses to touching appeals do not 
fulfill our commiitment in these mat- 
ters. No wonder the welfare state is 
gaining favor among Americans today. 

Similarly education must be more 
self-consciously Christian and “the 
whole counsel of God” made a real 
factor in the thinking of our youth. 
Surely this cannot be done by infil- 
trating Christian teachers into schools 
to teach a pagan curriculum. The cur- 
riculum itself must be claimed for and 
made subject to Christ. As foreign mis- 
sionaries claim their adopted lands for 
the Saviour, so Christians at home 


should claim every area of life for Him. 

To spell out our opportunities and re- 
sponsibilities would occupy far more 
space than is available. It is to be 
hoped that others will join in the call 
for a revived and energetic Church to 
do service for Christ. But at the 
moment will the present controversy 
between Fundamentalism and Neo-Evan- 
gelicalism end as many have: in com- 
plete isolation, or in an armed truce? 
Or will each face up squarely to the 
demands of the Saviour to preach and 
live “the whole counsel of God”? 


ORELAND, Pa. 


The Danger of Spiritual Unedality 


By C. STACEY WOODS 


T IS astonishing to consider that al- 

though Christ reserved His’ most 
scathing denunciation and condemna- 
tion for the religious leaders of His 
day—the scribes and the Pharisees— 
these men were orthodox in doctrine 
and separated in life. Christ did not 
denounce them for false doctrine. 
Moreover He spoke of their meticu- 
lously separated life. Had they lived 
in 1961 we might have thought of them 
as Bible believers. Certainly they ac- 
cepted the Scriptures of their day, the 
Old Testament, as divinely inspired 
and consequently authoritative. They 
were most careful about their outward 
conduct and testimony. They were 
zealous, active, busy religious leaders. 
They were evangelistic in the sense that 
they would “compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte” (Matt. 23:15) or 
convert. They were intensely patriotic. 
They schemed and slaved to liberate 
their nation from the oppression of the 
Roman dictatorship. They believed in 
freedom. Yet Christ called them hypo- 
crites, whitewashed sepulchers full of 
dead men’s bones, blind leaders of the 
blind. He even suggested to some of 








It Is So Sweet 
By Edith M. Preston 


T IS so sweet to lean on Jesus, 
To feel His presence day by day, 

To know He cares what may befall me 
As I walk on the homeward way. 


It is so sweet to lean on Jesus 
When burdens seem too much to bear, 
Oh, yes, ’tis sweet to feel Him near me 
When my tired heart bows deep in 
prayer. 


It is so sweet to lean on Jesus 
. When grief has darkened day’s dear 
light, 
To feel His love is still unshaken, 
No matter now how black the night. 


It is so sweet to lean on Jesus, 

To know my life is His to keep, 
To trust His watchful eye to guard me 
And safely then lie down to sleep. 


them that they were the offspring of 
Satan. Why? 

Because in spite of their doctrinal 
orthodoxy, their separated life, their 
evangelistic zeal, in essence they were 
no better than others. who professed 
no devotion to God. In fact they were 
worse. They were proud, unforgiving, 
cruel. They were self-righteous, un- 
loving, and selfish. Their religious life 
‘was the self-centered expression of their 
pride and self-righteousness. It was not 
the outward expression of their inner 
love of God and of their fellow men. 
They were literalists who knew little 
of the Spirit who alone gives life to 
the letter of the Word. Their true con- 
dition in relation to the living God was 
similar to that of the evil priests of 
former years with whom they were 
compared. They drew near to God 
with their lips but their hearts were 
far from Him. Their concern in their 
religious life and activity was to be 
seen of men. They were not really 
seeking to please God. They were in- 
terested in their reputaton and in 
maintaining their testimony before 
others. 

God is always primarily concerned 
with inwardness rather than that which 
is external. “Man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). He knows 
the sort of persons we really are. He 
judges us by our spirit, our motive, the 
desire and intent of our hearts. The 
true Christian is essentially different 
from the non-Christian. He is a man 
of a different spirit, a different nature 
and viewpoint. The result of this inner 
difference is noticeable in a difference 
of attitude and behavior. But external 
differences are only valid as long as 
they represent the sincere, true ex- 
pression of that which is inwardly real 
and true. True Christians will dress 
modestly, have temperate habits of life. 
They will go to church, read their 
Bibles, pray. They will be separated 
from the world and from false doctrine. 
They will be Biblical in doctrinal con- 
viction and not be ashamed to say so. 
They will be zealous for evangelism. 
But none of these things that can be 
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noticed by others has any significance 
before God unless they are the con- 
sequence of an inner life of spiritual 
reality known only to God. Unless dif- 
ferences of behavior are the result of 
our being different in ourselves, pro- 
fessed orthodoxy of doctrine and be- 
havior mean nothing, and we shall be 
condemned and rejected by Christ even 
as He condemned the scribes and 
Pharisees of old. 

This spiritual unreality, which is a 
common problem of all Christians be- 
cause all are beset by inner down- 
dragging tendencies, is rendered more 
acute by the environment in which we 
live. The tempo of our times places 
great emphasis and importance upon 
what we have: our status, our car, the 
quality and furnishings of our home, 


‘our income, the friends we have, our 


education, the fashionable elegance of 
our dress, where we go for our vaca- 
tion, the clubs to which we belong, our 
recreation—these are the things by 
which men evaluate one another—the 
appearance of things rather than by 
what a man is in himself. It is on the 
basis of these things that we have status 
and are accepted by the world. 

This false standard of values has 
terribly influenced Christians so that ev- 
erywhere these externalities are upper- 
most in, their thinking. More than this, 
we have transferred this superficial pre- 
occupation with the external to the 
realm of Christian values, so that we 
are at pains to be sure that other 
Christians recognize our spirituality or 
orthodoxy by what can “be seen of 
men.” We emphasize what a Chris- 
tian does rather than what he is. There 
is a pattern of Christian life and ac- 
tivity which in general is regarded as 
normative among evangelical Chris- 
tians. If a Christian conforms to this 
pattern he is accepted and has status. 
If not, he is apt to be somewhat sus- 
pect, to say the least. There is the 
matter of regular church attendance, 
tithing or giving to Christan causes. 
There are certain habits of life, such 
as smoking and forms of recreation and 
amusement, that are taboo. He is ex- 
pected to refrain from these. There is 
the question of Christian service and 
activity. He should be busy. Then, of 
course, there is the question of doc- 
trinal orthodoxy. The problem created 
by emphasizing these external things 
is that almost anyone‘ can conform to 
this pattern and be accepted. All too 
seldom do we apply tests such as: Am I 
loving, forgiving, unselfish? Am I hum- 
ble, meek, patient? Do I really love 
God? Am I living for the things of the 
Spirit and for eternity? Do I look for- 
ward to-that future better country which 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the 
world. giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid” (John 14:27). 
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is the heavenly Homeland? To put it 
another way, Am I Christian inside? 
Am I Christlike inside as well as on 
the outside? 

Does this mean that fundamental 
Christian doctrine is unimportant and 
that it does not much matter what a 
person believes as long as he is ami- 
able? A thousand times no! But it is 
doctrine in our hearts and lives, not 
merely in our heads and on our lips, 
that counts. It is so easy to put pen 
to paper and to subscribe to some prin- 
ciples of faith, just as it is easy to fit 
into an external behavior pattern. It 
is truth in our hearts, affecting our 
lives, that counts. As for the doctrine 
of God’s sovereignty—a realization of 
God’s sovereignty affects my, will, my 
attitude toward myself, my " surrender 
to the Lord alone. 

The doctrine of sin involves not only 
the matter of sin objectively, but it is 
my sin, my shame and disgrace, my 
depravity, my unworthiness. I am not 
better than anyone else, for all are sin- 
ners. Therefore—humility—not pride. 

As for the doctrine of God’s grace, 
I must see it as His unmerited favor—I 
deserve hell. I do not naturally love 
God or want forgiveness. I can do 
nothing to save myself— 

Not the baetcacs - aed hands 

Nothing ‘in ay hand t bring, 

Meed. count to Sane ton Goce: 
Helpless, look to Lm ary for _— 


Foul, I to the foun 
Wash me, Saviour, or I 


As for the doctrine of man—people 
around me—to them I represent Christ, 
proclaim Christ, present Christ. He is 
my example now that I am a Christian. 
What did He do? He not only preached 
the Word, He went to needy people and 
sat down beside them. He lived as they 
lived. There was racial segregation in 
His day. Christ did not stand on a 
soapbox and denounce racial segrega- 
tion. Rather He went to the outcasts, 
to their homes. He ate with them, He 
was their friend. He is my example. 

Orthodox doctrine and orthodox be- 
havior are essential, but it is essential 
that these spring from hearts constrained 
by Christ’s love imparted by the Holy 
Spirit, so that what a Christian con- 
fesses with his lips he is inwardly. 
This is all included in Christ’s summa- 
tion of the law—love of God with mind 
and heart and will, this means to love 
God’s truth, which is doctrine; it means 
love of God’s will, which is commit- 
ment; it means hatred of all that God 
hates—sin and the corruption of the 
flesh and the pride of this wicked’ world 
and the subtlety of Satan. It means to 
love my neighbor as myself—any and 
all of my fellow men who are in need, 
need of food, clothing, shelter, educa- 
tion, medical care. And it means, above 
all, to love men -who are in need of 
God—God’s_ truth, God’s __ salvation, 
Christ and Him crucified. It is in this 
sense that love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 

God wants reality. He wants “truth 
in. the inward parts.” He refuses the 
false, the sham, the make-believe. It 
was for this reason He rejected the 


. 


scribes and Pharisees of old, and He 


will reject us today. “Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. Many will say to 
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in 
thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you:depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity” (Matt. 7: 21-23). 

It is possible to wear the mask of 
unreality so long that we finally come 
to believe that the mask is the real 
self. We can deceive ourselves. The 
way through is to recognize the de- 
ceitfulness of our hearts and to under- 
stand the unreality of modern life 
around us with its false standards and 
values. It is to understand the grace 
of God, and to refuse any tendency as 
Christians to think that we, having be- 
gun by faith, can be made perfect by 
works. It is to pray daily, “Search me, 
O God, and know my heart: try me, 
and know my thoughts: and see if there 
be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139: 
23, 24). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Who Wrote the Bible? 
(Continued from page 107) 


purified seven times. Thou shalt keep 
them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve them 
from this generation for ever.” The 
meaning there is that “lovers of the 
Bible and the Bible itself shall be pre- 
served for ever” (George Williams in 
“The Student’s Commentary on the 
Holy Scriptures”). The Bible is the one 
perfect Book. 

The Bible is a present-speaking Book. 
—This is brought out in the words, 
“Thus saith the Lord.” Over and over 
again when the Bible is quoting words 
said by God in the past, it states them 
as what He is now “saying.” For 
“saith” simply means in Old English 
and in the original, “is saying.” I re- 
member calling attention to that once, 
and a man came to me and told me of 
the “new light” it gave him on the 
Bible. Benjamin B. Warfield says of 
this word “saith”: 

Scripture is thought of as the living 
voice of God speaking in all its parts 
directly to the reader. . . . Scripture 
is cited, not as what God or the Holy 
Spirit said, but what He says, the pres- 
ent tense emphasizing the living voice 
of God speaking in the Scriptures to 
the individual soul (“International 
Standard Encyclopedia,” p. 1478). 
This makes the Bible an intensely 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion,. advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors;.and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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present and an intensely personal book. 

The Bible is an inspired Book.—“All 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God.” Its inspiration ‘continues. A 
man said he believed the Bible is in- 
spired because it inspired him. It still 
warms the heart and fires the soul of 
its devout readers. Very many can 
truthfully‘say, as the two disciples go- 
ing to Emmaus said: “Was not our heart 
burning within us while He was talking 
to us by the way and while He was 
opening to us the Scriptures?” (Luke 
24:32, lit. Greek.) Do you have a burn- 
ing heart when you meditate in the 
Scriptures, and when the Holy Ghost 
opens them to you? If more preachers 
and teachers of the Word had the burn- 
ing heart of Luke 24:32, there would be 
more fire in our pulpits and more fire 
in our classrooms! j 

The Bible is a powerful Book.—“For 
the word of God is quick, and powerful 
{living and energetic, says the Greek], 
and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner [critic, 
Greek] of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). The Bible is 
powerful to convict; it is powerful to 
save; it is powerful to comfort; it is 
powerful to strengthen; it is powerful 
to sanctify the soul. Paul writes that 
“the word of God” works “effectually” 
in those who believe it (1 Thess. 2:13). 

We have seen that the Word of God 
is “sharper than any twoedged sword,” 
and that it can pierce right into the soul 
and spirit. Here is an illustration of 
that. You will recall that a Roman 
soldier with his sword “pierced” the 
side of our Lord Jesus Christ while He 
was on the cross. And you will recall 
that after hearing the Word of God 
from the lips of Peter on the day of 
Pentecost, the people that heard the 
word “were pricked in their heart.” 
Well, the words “pierced” and “pricked” 
are from the same root in the original, 
but the word used in Acts 2:37 is a 
stronger form of the verb than the one 
used in John 19:34. The Word-sword 
proved to be more powerful and pene- 
trated more deeply than the metal 
sword. The Word-sword made a keener 
thrust and left a deeper wound than. 
the’ metal sword. Take and use the 
“sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God.” 

The Bible is a profitable Book.—“All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable” (2 Tim. 3:16). The 
“godliness” of the Bible “is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to 
come” (1 Tim. 4:8). D. L. Moody got 
so much profit out of his Bible that he 
wrote about it in a little book, “Pleas- 
ure and Profit in Bible Study.” You 
may find more profit in the devotional 
reading of the Bible than in all other 
books. It will make you richer than 
Croesus and wiser than Solon, and it 
will take eternity to evaluate your 
profit. 

A Spanish student went into the Uni- 
versity Library of Barcelona, Spain, to 
gather material for a thesis he was to 


write for his degree of Doctor of Phi- 
losophy. He eventually found a dusty 
volume by a little-known philosopher, 
Hierro. He turned the pages here and 
there, reading this and that, when he 
came across a document written by the 
philosopher in the year 1741. The doce 
ument was the will of the philosopher. 
It stated that the first man who should 
study his works should inherit the sum 
named in the will. The Spanish courts 
ruled that the will was legal, and Mati 
(the student) eventually collected 
about $250,000. 

Within the covers of the Bible is the 
will of God for you. Read it and find 
out what He has willed you. If you are 
a Christian, you will learn that you are 
an heir of God, and a “joint-heir with 


Christ” (Rom. 8:17). It is better to be 
a joint-heir with Christ than a million- 
aire without Him. 

“And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). 

I commend you to the Bible, because 
God wrote it! 


SEATTLE, WASH. 


The series of five articles on 
“Who Wrote the Bible?” by Dr. 
Arthur Petrie is now available in 
booklet form from the author, 
5400 Keystone Place, Seattle 3. 
The cost is 25 cents each, or five 
for $1. 














He Trusted God, but Not the Doctor 


A surprise for-both patient and surgeon 


By WILLIAM H. GOOD, M.D. 


Dr. William H. Good is the son of the late Dr. Wm. Harmer Good of Olney, 

Philadelphia. He is one of the founders, all of whom are Christians, of Toccoa 

Clinic Medical Associates, of Toccoa, Ga., and he writes that this fictional 
story in its basic thought is culled from his own experiences. 


669 GUESS I ought to have my head 

examined, going off on a vacation 
with a man who insists on wasting a 
perfectly good Sunday morning going 
to church,” Dr. Derek said, as the auto- 
mobile in which he was riding rolled 
along a Texas highway. 

Dr. Thompson, who was driving the 
car, glanced at his companion and 
laughed. “What you need, Derek, is 
to have your head examined for think- 
ing you can be a first-class doctor and 
ignore Christian faith. After all, the 
real father of modern medicine was 
Jesus Christ.” 

“Now I’ve heard everything,” Derek 
replied. “Even a Christian like you 
knows that Hippocrates was the father 
of medicine.” 

“Oh, yes, I admit Hippocrates fa- 
thered the scientific method. But as 
for his being the real father of medi- 
cine, well, you can have him and his 
staff and snake if you want, but Ill 
stick to Jesus Christ and the Cross. 
I don’t suppose you’ve read enough 
Scripture to argue the point, but I 
wish you’d thumb through one of the 
Gospels, and note how much is said 
about Christ’s healing the sick. Sin 
and sickness were closely identified by 
Him, and I say healing is as much part 
of the Christian concern as preaching.” 

Derek looked at him contemplatively 
for a long time before answering. “You 
honestly believe all that, don’t you, 
Thompson? Next thing you'll be tell- 
ing me you believe in miracles. Then 
I guess you'll be advocating faith heal- 
ing.” 

By this time they had come to a 
place where Texas route 67 joined the 
main highway. Dr. Thompson turned 
off onto this state road. 
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“Hey, where are you going?” Derek 
exclaimed. 

“Don’t worry,” replied Thompson. 
“There’s a little church up this road 
about thirty miles, at Cedartown. I 
want you to hear the preacher. Maybe 
he can answer some of your questions. 
And, as for miracles, isn’t every true 
healing a miracle? I mean really! We 
talk about psychosomatic medicine. You 
know as well as I that curing a disease 
is only part of the work. If the patient 
is as miserable as ever, what good have 
we done? > 

“And, as far as faith is concerned, I 
challenge you to do anything for a 
patient unless he has faith. That’s why 
I say Jesus Christ is the father of 
modern medicine. He taught that the 
physician must try to heal the whole 
man, in ldve and compassion, and that 
doctor and patient both need faith. 
You fellows who try to practice with- 
out acknowledging this are just blind. 
There’s a Bible quotation about having 
a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof. I think that could be 
applied to you, Derek.” 

When Derek made no _ answer, 
Thompson continued: “Let me tell you 
about an experience I had seven years 
ago. You know that little Bible college 
on the outskirts of our town? Well, 
about ten o’clock one winter night a 
student from the Bible college came 
pounding on my door. When Fd let 
him in, he stood there looking em- 
barrassed, and then he blurted out: T 
need your help, doctor. You must come 
to see my father.’ 

“I took him into the living room, 
and made him sit down by the fire. 
‘Now, young man, before I go with 

(Continued on page 121) 
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Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
John 12:20 And there were certain Greeks among them 
that came up to worship at the feast: 
21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Beth- 
saida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see 


~ Jesus. 


22 Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew 
and Philip tell Jesus. 

23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be glorified. é 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit. 

25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth 
his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I 
am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, 





International Uniform Lesson 





JESUS FACES THE CROSS 


John 12; printed text, verses 20-36a 


Golden Text.—He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life 
in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.—John 12:25 


from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify 
it again. 

29 The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said 
that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to, him. 

30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because 
of me, but for your sakes. 

31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out. 

32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me. 

33 This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the 
law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The 
Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 

35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the 
light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness 
come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth 


him will my Father honour. 


27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, 
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this 


hour. 


28 Father, glorify thy. name. Then came there a voice 


not whither he goeth. 
36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may 
be the children of light. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
- By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

ITH this twelfth chapter of John 

the public ministry of our Lord 

closes. After this we find Him 
restricting His fellowship to the small 
circle of His loved disciples. Further- 
more, this chapter introduces us to the 
closing days of our Lord’s earthly life, 
known as Passion Week. 

Another distinguishing feature of this 
chapter is that it marks the third and 
last occasion that the Father’s voice 
was audibly heard from Heaven (v. 
28; cf. Matt. 3:17; 17:5). 

The portion presents some exquisite 
pictures of the Lord Jesus. He is seen 
as the worshiped guest at the Bethany 
supper, as the triumphant King ap- 
proaching His capital, and as “the de- 
sire of all nations” (Hag. 2:7) who 
attracts the Gentiles to His person. 

The Cross, however, Iooms before Him 
in all this, and while this Cross will be 
man’s greatest crime, it will, at the 
same tme, become the occasion of 
God’s greatest glory and a harvest of 
untold blessing. In condemning Him, 
His foes will really condemn them- 
selves. And Satan, the world’s prince, 
in the hour of his apparent greatest 
victory, will actually accomplish his 
own utter ruin! The world’s teeming 
masses who are claimed by him, be- 
cause of the Cross, will be ultimately 
drawn to the crucified but risen Christ. 


Verse by Verse 
John 12:20.—“And there were certain 
Greeks among them that came up to 
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worship at the feast.” These wor- 
shipers are not the ordinary Hellenists, 
or Greek-speaking Jews, whom we 
often meet in the New Testament. 
They are pure Gentiles, having become 
identified with Judaism as proselytes. 


Verse 21—“The same came ... to 
Philip . . . and desired him, saying, 
Sir, we would see Jesus.” These Greek 
inquirers, being converts to the Jewish 
religion, were, of course, sharers in the 
Messianic hope. But they respectfully 
approach the Teacher through Jewish 
mediation. Possibly they hail from the 
same area in Galilee as does Philip, 
and, hence, feel that he will be the 
proper party to introduce them. 

Their request is both simple and sin- 
cere. They earnestly want to see the 
Lord. 


Verse 22.—“Philip cometh and telleth 
Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip 
tell Jesus.” These two disciples have 
been associated together earlier in this 
Gospel, being fellow citizens of the 
same town (see 1:44; 6:7, 8). Andrew 
(whose name means “manly”) takes 
the lead in bringing the request to the 
Master. 


Verse 23—“. . . Jesus answered ... 
The hour is come, that the Son of man 


.should be glorified.” The Lord’s use 


of the term “Son of man” is significant, 
for it links Him with men as such, and 
not with any mere segment of humanity. 
It is a much wider term than “son of 
David,” for instance. As Son of man 
the prophet predicted that all nations 
would serve Him (see Dan. 7:13, 14). 
And so He foresees in these non-Jews 
the first fruits of a vast Gentile harvest. 


But this harvest can be realized only 
as the outcome of His glorification. 


Verse 24—“Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.” In this self-evident physical law 
of nature our Lord finds a very signifi- 
cant spiritual analogy. As the single 
grain of wheat, not given up in death, 
He must needs remain alone forever. 
No companions could He ever have. 

On the other hand, however, by go- 
ing down into death, He would produce 
an abundant harvest. And each bit of 
fruit would be exactly like the seed 
that fell into the ground and died! 
There can be no life without death, and 
no harvest without a sowing. A vast 
Gentile reaping would be the fruitage 
of the Cross and the Resurrection. 


Verse 25.—“He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his 
life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal.” To love the present life 
is the refusal to fall into the ground 
and die. It abides alone. It issues in 
ultimate loss for the individual and for 
all others. But to hate present ad- 
vantage, if it is attained at the expense 
of eternal gain, and to invest one’s life 
with eternity’s values in view, is really 
to keep one’s life forever. 


Verse 26.—“If any man serve me, let 
him follow me; and where I am, there 
shall also my servant be: if any man 
serve me, him will my Father honour.” 
The Master’s path becomes the serv- 
ant’s. The seed produced by the parent 
plant must, in turn, fall into the ground 
and die if it would also bring forth 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














die. 
the 
The 
an? 
the 
ess 
eth 


nto 
nto 


ich 
aw 
ifi- 
gle 


ve. 
{O- 
ice 


ad! 
nd 


ge 


fe 








fruit. The rule and reward are there- 
fore fixed. The sure reward is a place 
with Christ in Glory and’ honor be- 
stowed by the Father. What rich com- 
pensations! 

Verse 27.—“Now is my soul troubled; 
and what shall I say? Father, save me 
from this hour: but for this cause came 
I unto this hour.” The intense conflict 
that here presses in upon the Lord is 
not the mere physical sufferings that 
the cross held for Him, but rather the 
bearing of the full penalty of sin—a 
penalty that involved the wrath of a 
holy sin-hating God. Should He ask to 
be relieved from this? Ah, it was for 
this express purpose that He had come. 
All eternity had awaited the striking 
of that awesome hour. 


Verse 28.—“Father, glorify thy name. 
Then came there a voice from heaven, 
saying, I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again.” Here is a two- 
way conversation between Heaven and 
earth, and all compressed within the 
compass of a single verse! This dem- 
onstrates that physical distance cannot 
affect moral nearness. 

To the Lord’s request, the Father 
instantly replies. He had already glo- 
rified His own name in openly approv- 
ing His Son’s work at the grave of 
Lazarus. He would again glorify it by 
raising that Son from the grave upon 
His completing of the much greater 
work of putting away sin by the sacri- 
fice of Himself. 


Verse 29.—“The people ... that... 
heard it . .. said that it thundered: 
others said, An angel spake to him.” 
The confusion among these bystanders. 
is caused by their spiritual deafness, 
and not by any defective physical hear- 
ing ability. 


Verse 30.—“Jesus answered ... , This 
voice came not because of me, but for 
your sakes.” This is similar to the 
Lord’s remark just prior to the raising 
of Lazarus (see 11:42). What greater 
confirmaton could be possible than for 
Heaven to express audibly its approval 
of Jesus? Certainly He needed none 
for His own sake. This voice should 
have settled any lingering doubts in 
them. 


Verse 31—“Now is the judgment of 
this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out.” This is an astonish- 
ing statement, for it would appear on 
the surface that just the opposite was 
the case. Was not the world judging 
Him? And would not the Cross be the 
hour of the greatest triumph for the 
world’s prince—Satan? It would ap- 
pear so. 

But the Lord here states that the 
real truth lay in the exact reversal of 
this. The world, in condemning Him, 
its creator and Lord, would actually 
condemn itself. The hour of the Devil’s 
greatest triumph would prove to be the 
hour of his greatest defeat. 


Verse 32—“And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” To be lifted up would be to 
receive the full expression of earth’s 
scorn. It spelled out utter repudiation, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. February 19.—The Lord of Life 
a TE EOS: John 10; 11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. March 5.—A New Command- 
ment. John 18 











and would naturally convey the im- 
pression that the one so crucified was 
friendless and alone. But the Lord here 
states that this very crime will result 
in all being drawn to Him. The usurp- 
ing prince, Satan, will not ultimately 
triumph, for his dupes will be delivered 
and brought in the captivity of love 
to Jesus’ feet. The “all men” here 
probably means without distinction, 
rather than without exception. 


Verse 33.—“This he said, signifying 
what death he should die.” By “lifted 
up” He meant death by crucifixion. 
This statement is frequently applied to 
our presentation of Christ in our 
preaching. But this is not the primary 
meaning of the statement. 


Verse 34—“The people answered ... 
We have heard .. . that Christ abideth 
for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son 
of man must be lifted up? who is this 
Son of man?” They rightly interpret 
the “lifting up” as death, but are quite 
unable to reconcile this with their un- 
derstanding that the Messiah was to 
continue on immortally. Their highest 
expectations were that He would de- 
liver them from political bondage and 
settle them in some earthly paradise. 
Their pride and unbelief made them 
completely unaware of their deep spir- 
itual bankruptcy. 


Verse 35—‘“Then Jesus said unto 
them, Yet a little while is the light 
with you. Walk while ye have the 
light, lest darkness come upon you: for 
he that walketh in darkness knoweth 
not whither he goeth.” The Lord does 
not answer their questions directly. He 
simply urges them to take advantage 
of the opportunity that is so quickly 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
OW did the Bethany friends honor 
the Lord Jesus? 

2. Why did the priests want to kill 
Lazarus? : 

3. What was the desire of the in- 
quiring Greeks? 

4. What becomes of the grain that 
does not go into the ground and die? 

5. What happens if this grain does 
die? 

6. What will the Father do for the 
one who serves Christ? 

7. What was the reaction of the by- 


‘standers when the Father spoke out of 


Heaven? 

8. Who is “the prince of this world”? 

9. What would be the result if Jesus 
were lifted up from the earth? 

10. While we have the light what 
should we do? 


(Answers on page 120) 








passing. Light is still available, but 
if they do not lay hold of it the dark- 
ness will soon sweep in upon them, and 
this will bring its own attendant con- 
fusion and stumbling for them. 

Verse 36a—“While ye have light, be- 
lieve in the light, that ye may be the 
children of light.” If they accepted the 
light they would believe on Christ. 
Thus they would become the “children 
of light” (see Eph. 5:8). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In this His final conflict with tradi- 
tional Judaism our Lord squarely faces 
the Cross. This significant death by 
crucifixion is only about’ a week away, 
and though it would involve the con- 
centrated hate of both man and Satan, 
Christ looks beyond all this to the glo- 
rious fruitage that it would produce. 
“For the joy that was set before him 
[He] endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2). - 

He was the single grain of wheat. 
Apart from death, it is morally im- 
possible for Him to share His life. 
Man’s sin necessitated the bearing of 
the full penalty; otherwise, the Seed 
will abide alone. No companions could 
ever be His. 

On the other hand, His death would 
be followed by not only a triumphant 
personal resurrection but also by “much 
fruit.” And the grains on the stalk 
are exactly like the seed that falls into 
the ground and dies! His death, there- 
fore, issues in an abundant harvest. 

Furthermore, in condemning Him the 
world actually condemned itself, and 
the usurping prince, Satan, accom- 
plished his own doom. For the descent 
into death would be followed by the 
ascent to the right hand of God, and 
the sharing of His life with the myriads 
who would believe on His name. 

By the Cross and Resurrection the 
Devil would lose his empire, and Jesus 
Christ would draw all, without dis- 
tinction, unto Himself. He will be the 
final victor! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The guest and the feast (John 12:1- 
11) 

2. The King and the triumph (vv. 12- 
19) 

3. The seed and the harvest (vv. 20-33) 

4. The light and the darkness (vv. 34- 
50) 


Topics for Development 

Prophecies in Picture Form. The 
twelfth of John presents a beautiful 
prophetic sequence in picture form. 

In the Bethany incident (vv. 1-11) we 
have a little preview of this present 
church age, with Mary demonstrating 
worship, Martha service, and Lazarus 
fellowship. The covetous Judas was 
present on the ground of his profession, 
but we all know how unreal he ac- 
tually was. Does not the professing 
church today embrace all of these ele- 
ments? 

The next day an entirely new scene 
is presented. The Lord publicly pre- 
sents Himself to Israel and to Jeru- 
salem as King. He is acclaimed as 
such, and thus fulfills the prophetic 
Scriptures (John 12:12-18; Zech. 9:9). 
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This is a little prophetic picture of 
what will follow this church age. 
Christ will return to the repentant na- 
tion of Israel as their long-expected 
Messiah-King, to be acknowledged and 
enthroned as the true King of the Jews 
(see Matt. 23:39; 24:30). 

What follows? Certain Greeks, or 
Gentiles, come forward saying, “We 
would [for want to]: see Jesus” (John 
12:20, 21). This is the third and final 
forecast. It will not be until Israel is 
properly restored, and enjoying full 
reconciliation with Him whom they 
pierced that world blessing will be real- 
ized. But then, resultant upon this 
reconciliation, all the nations will be 
blessed, and the Gentiles will come to 
Israel’s light, and kings to the brightness 
of his rising (see Isa. 60:3). 


Practical Applications 

When God the Father answered the 
Lord Jesus’ cry of “Father, glorify thy 
name” there were three reactions from 
the hearers. To Christ it was His 
Father’s voice; to others it was the 
utterance of some angel; to still others 
it was just a clap of thunder! (See 
John 12: 28, 29.) 

God by His Spirit still speaks to His 
people. “He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches” (Rev. 2:29). The “ear” here 
is not the physical member, of course, 
but rather that attitude of soul that is 
both sensitive and responsive to the 
known will of God. It is that life that 
is in communion with Him. It hears 
and obeys. 

Receiving the message as the voice 
of an angel suggests distance. I do not 
really understand the language and 
tone of angels! But if the voice comes 
as thunder, then there is the clear sug- 
gestion that I am so far away in my 
soul that only the sudden shock of loud 
adversity can make me aware that 
Heaven is speaking. It is sad when my 
Father’s voice comes to me only as 
unintelligible “thunder”! In these cir- 
cumstances about all I know is that He 
is speaking, but I have no idea of what 
He is saying. 

How near am I today? 


Golden Text 

John 12:25.—“He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his 
life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal.” This is a fixed law of 
the Kingdom of God. To love this 
present life is tu value it above any 
future considerations. Therefore, in the 
light of eternity’s values, this is indeed 
loss. On the other hand, the one whose 
evaluation of eternity is so high that 
his regard for present interests is as 
“hate,” really keeps life, and that for- 
ever. 

West Patm BEacu, F1a. 


I hope ye are not ignorant, that if 
peace was left to you in Christ’s 
testament, so the other half of the testa- 
ment was a legacy of Christ’s suffer- 
ings—Samuel Rutherford. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTep HyMNS 


“Ye Servants of God” 
“Give of Your Best to the Master” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson——O God, 
our Father, it is Thou who hast “made 
us and not we ourselves.” For our 
natural life and all that sustains it and 
for the eternal life we receive by trust- 
ing Christ we give Thee hearty thanks. 
Help us to give to Thee our best by 
living for the Lord Jesus “a life that is 
true, striving to please Him in all that 
we do.” Forgive our past failures and 
establish us as faithful followers of our 
Lord and Saviour. Give Thy blessing 
wherever Thy Word is given out to men 
today, that its light and power- may 
save and transform many. Provide a 
sufficiency of Bibles and Christian writ- 
ings for the people in many lands 
newly learning to read, and bless all 
who are giving themselves to such work. 
Show each of us how we may make our 
lives count for the most for Thee and 
for those who know not our Saviour. 
Let Thy mercy be with our sick loved 
ones and Thy help be given to all in 
any trduble.- Guide the leaders of our 
land and bring peace to disturbed and 
troubled countries. Direct our way 
through this new week and help us to 
profit by our study of Thy Word here 
now, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In verse 26 of this 
lesson our Lord makes a pronounce- 
ment, a prediction, and a promise. 
First he says: “If any man serve me, 


MY Ht | GIVE 
ORD TO SERVE 


let him follow me.” Here Christ pro- 
nounces on what makes a true servant 
of His. A servant follows his master’s 
directions and Christ is our Master 
(John 13:13). A soldier follows his 
captain’s orders and Christ is our Cap- 
tain (Heb. 2:10). Following Christ is 
what makes a Christian, for following 
Him takes in trusting and obeying Him. 
Nothing less makes a true Christian. 

Then comes the prediction: “Where I 
am, there shall also my servant be.” 
This looks on to the dwelling of His 
people with Christ in Glory. Where He 
is, there, at last, will His true servants 
also be (John 14:3). ‘Last comes the 
promise: “If any man serve me, him 
will my Father honour.” The world 
may despise a true Christian and treat 
him with scorn, but -God will honor 
him. Paul was ill-treated for serving 
Christ, but he wrote, “The sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 




















compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). When 
God honors faithful servants of His 
Son, as He will at Christ’s return, then 
it will appear how worth while it was 
to trust, obey, and serve the Saviour. 


Ocean Park., B. C., Can. 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Sir, we would see Jesus” (John 12: 
21). —The delegation of Greeks desired 
a personal interview with the Lord 
Jesus in the flesh—which is not possible 
today. Happy are all persons who wish 
to see Him by faith as He is presented 
in the Holy Scriptures! See Him in 
His eternity of being, in His incarnation, 
in His sinless life, in His atoning death, 
and in His physical resurrection. See 
Him as Lord and Saviour! 

The words, “Sir, we would see Jesus,” 
can be seen in various pulpits through- 
out the land. The words are there to 
remind preachers that their congrega- 
tions desire them to present the Lord 
Jesus in His varied glories to them. 

Thrice happy are all who can say, 
“We see Jesus ... crowned with glory 
and honour .. .” (Heb. 2:9). It will 
have the same result as the sight of 
the Lord on the resurrection day: “Then 
were the disciples glad when they saw 
the Lord” (John 20:20). 

“The hour is come, that the Son of 
man should be glorified” (John 12:23). 
—To understand our Lord’s answer, 
consideration must be given to the title 
He applies to Himself. 

His glory as Son of God was dis- 
played in raising Lazarus from among 
the dead by the word of His power. 

His triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
was the presentation of Himself as the 
King of Israel, The Greeks could not 
expect blessings from Him under that 
title. 

The time had come when He should 
have been received by Israel and He 
should have been glorified as Son of 
man. According to Psalm 8 and Daniel 
7, universal dominion will be His under 
that title. Jews, Greeks, and all Gen- 
tiles can expect blessing then. But He 
was rejected and instead of reigning, He 
spoke of His approaching death. 

It is through death and resurrection 
that He will ultimately be manifested 
to a wondering world as the Son of 
man—the Administrator of the entire 
universe (Heb. 2:5-9). However, the 
coming of these Greeks at this moment 
was a foreshadowing of the time when 
“the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy ris- 
ing” (Isa. 60:3). 

Philip and Andrew should have been 
able to explain these things to the 
Greeks, for they must have known the 
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prophecies regarding the Son of man. 
However, verse 16 says the disciples 
did not understand these things until 
Jesus was glorified. 

“Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone... .” 
(John 12:24)—Applying this verse to 
the Lord Jesus, we learn that if He had 
not died, He would have remained 
alone, as the sinless man—alone in His 
solitary moral beauty and dignity! 

He never would have become the Cap- 
tain of our salvation leading many sons 
to Glory. He would never have be- 
come the firstborn among many breth- 
ren. There never would be a great 
multitude, which no man could number, 
to give Him the glory of their salvation. 
Heaven would never hear such a song 


’ as that composed by Isaac Watts: 


Well t the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in. 
en Christ, the ty Maker, died, 
Por man the creature’s sins. 

But, blessed be His name, He did die 
and much fruit results from His atoning 
death! 

“He that loveth his life shall lose it 

. .” (John 12:25).—Too many people 
live self-centered lives. They do the 
things which they naturally love to do, 
without ever asking: “Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do?” Such lives are 
lost lives. But lives lost for the Lord 
and the Gospel (Mark 8:35) are saved 
lives. 

I was not out of my teens before 
worldly minded persons began telling 
me I was losing my life, because I 
loved to preach the Word in the open 
air in Chicago. But their words only 
served to confirm these words of my 
Lord. 

“. . . where I am, there shall also 
my servant be .. .” (John 12:26):— 
“Here is the rule, and here is the re- 
ward of service: to be with Christ, 
where He is, is such reward as love 
itself would seek, crowned with the 
honor which the Father puts upon such 
loving service” (Numerical Bible). 

What encouragng words for all who 
are following and serving Christ at 
home or abroad! 

“And I, if I be lifted up... will 
draw all men...” (John 12:32).— 
Back in Chapter 3, the Lord said: “As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up.” Then He added: “that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” 

In the verse under consideration, He 
uses the expression, “all men.” His 
death, resurrection, and _ glorification 
would mark the end of preaching only 
to “the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 

From henceforth the messengers were 
to go to “all the world,” and “every 
creature” (Rev. 5:9). 


Wawona, Catir. 
we 


Prayer is the spiritual act by which 
we open our hearts to receive the bless- 
ing which God is eager to give—J. 
Oliver Buswell, Jr. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we had the wonderful 
story of Jesus raising Lazarus from 
the dead. As you read chapter 12 this 
week, what evidence did you find that 
Lazarus was really alive after having 


been dead? (He sat at the table to eat 
supper. Many people believed in Jesus 
because of him.) Good. How do you 
think Mary and Martha felt about the 
raising of their brother? (Happy? 
Thankful?) How did. the Jews feel 
about it? (Some were curious to see 
Lazarus. Others wanted to kill him.) 
Think of that! These Jews hated Jesus 
so much that they wanted to kill newly 
raised Lazarus because through him 
many believed in Jesus. 

The next part of chapter 12 is hap- 
pier. It tells about Palm Sunday, when 
many people went out of Jerusalem to 
meet Jesus waving palm branches and 
shouting “Hosanna! Blessed is the King 
of Israel that cometh in the name of the 
Lord!” They had heard how Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead, and they 
were thrilled. But their enthusiasm 
only increased the Pharisees’ hatred of 
Jesus. 

Now read verses 20-22. We do not 
know whether those Greeks got to see 
Jesus or not. If their hearts were long- 
ing for Him, I am quite sure they did 
get to see Him, “For he satisfieth the 
longing soul” (Psa. 107:9). The Holy 
Spirit delights to reveal the Saviour to 
all who want to know Him. 

Read verse 23. What a remarkable 
sentence this is! The Lord Jesus was 
facing the cross, but He did not say, 
“The hour is come, that the Son of man 
should suffer.” He looked beyond the 
suffering to the glory. The next verse 
foretold His death. He knew that if He 
did not die for us, we could never enter 
Heaven. It was His death that would 
bring forth much fruit. 

Read verse 25. “There was no other 
good enough to pay the price of sin.” 
The death of Christ is unique in all 
time. He was the only perfect man 
who ever lived, and He was God, too, 
so no other could die as He did. But 
many of Christ’s followers have been 
willing to die, that others might hear 
and believe the Gospel. 

Read verse 26. Every true servant 
of Christ will yet be where He is! He 
will also be honored by God the Father! 
The joy there is in the presence of the 
Lord, and the honors that God will give 
are far beyond anything this world 
could offer. 

Read verses 27-30. Here God spoke 
directly from Heaven. What other 
times did He do this? (When Jesus 
was baptized. On the mount of trans- 
figuration.) Right. Here He spoke in 
response to Jesus’ prayer: “Father, glo- 
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Hear Dr. Fuller every Sunday 
on the ABC Radio Network 
and on hundreds of stations 


at home and abroad. 
Send today for a free ra- 


dio log and your copy of 
the Heart to Heart Talk 
—Dr. Fuller's friendly 
monthly newsletter. Fill in 
the coupon and send it to 
Charles E. Fuller, P.O. Box 
123, Los Angeles 53, Cali- 
fornia. 
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TEACHER'S BEST FRIEND 
Concordia’s COMPLETE Vacation Bible Schoo! Courses 


NEW, IMAGINATIVE MATERIALS ! EXCLUSIVE NEW FILMSTRIPS! Pre- 
packaged Concordia VBS courses sweep away time-wasting detail 
work... put more pleasure in teaching. They come complete 
with all workbooks, art projects, teacher and superintendent 
manuals. Check these tested features: 


‘ e Theme—“Jesus, Our Savior.” 
© Two-week courses for five age levels... pre-schoolers 


through junior high. 


® 10 Christ-centered lessons in each course. 


@ Marvelous choice of supplementary aids... invita- 
tion letters, certificates, buttons, posters, promotion 


materials. 


FULL-COLOR CORRELATED FILMSTRIP stories now available! 
Only Concordia has them! Powerful visual teaching 


that fascinates children. 





See Concordia ads 
in TIME magazine 


Get your sample kit at your book store—only $3.95 


> +4, 
oncordia 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE « 3558 S. JEFFERSON ST. « ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 








rify thy name.” Instantly God an- 
swered, “I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again.” When we are 
facing suffering, it is much easier to 
pray, “Save me from this hour,” than it 
is to say, “Glorify thy name.” Let us 
remember that when our Saviour was 
facing the cross, He did not ask to be 
saved from it, but only prayed that 
God would be glorified. 

Verse 31 tells something else our Lord 
accomplished at the cross. He defeated 
Satan, so that we who are saved are no 
longer under his power. Once, after a 
bandit had held up a train and robbed 
the passengers, it was discovered that 
he did it with an empty gun! Satan 
tries to intimidate us, to get us to do 
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wrong things, but his gun is empty! 
If we resist him, he will flee from us. 

Read verses 32, 33. Here the Lord 
Jesus foretold that His death would be 
by crucifixion. The people did not un- 
derstand. They did not know about 
His resurrection, though the Scriptures 
said that He would reign forever. We 
know, for we have the New Testament. 

Jesus did not explain this to them 
till later, but told them to use the light 
they had. We should do that, too, be- 
cause people who do not use the light 
they have, lose it. People who con- 
stantly disobey God often doubt His 
reality, whereas those who love and 
obey Him find their faith growing 
stronger all the time. 





Verse 36 speaks of “children of light.” 
What a nice name for Christians! If 
we have accepted “the light of the 
world,” and have been born into His 
family, then we are children of light. 
If we are children of light, then it is 
our privilege to walk in the light, and 
to reflect that light to others. 

As you read John 13 this week, please 


make a note of the verse that impresses | 


you most. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department mang. De oes had upon request from 
the Editors, —_— Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelp 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
— be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

Life and Love.—He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his life 
in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal (John 12:25, Golden Text). A 
young church woman, an honor student 
all through her four years of university 
work, went to Mexico as a missionary. 
She lived and worked among an Indian 
tribe where there were few of the com- 
forts of life. A commercial traveler, 
recognizing her ability, was surprised 
that she would live in such surround- 
ings and asked, “Don’t you love life? 
Why waste your talents here?” “I 
know Someone,” she replied, “who can 
change the love of life into a life of 
love.” God has greatly honored that 
life of love through the years. She has 
translated a generous portion of the 
New Testament into a language that 
never before knew the Word of God. 
The entrance of God’s Word is giving 
light and life to many who otherwise 
would still be walking in the darkness 
of superstition and sin. This young 
woman could fully understand Paul 
when he wrote: “What things were gain 
to me these I counted loss for Christ. 
I count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things . . . that I might win 
Christ."—Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Look Beyond.—We would see Jesus 
(John 12:21). When Leonardo da Vinci 
finished painting “The Last Supper,” he 
invited friends to view it. A chorus of 
oh’s and ah’s soon greeted him. They 
were all enamored by the wonderful 
lace tablecloth, the product of the 
painter’s genius. All they talked 
about was the artistic lacework. Leon- 
ardo then reached for a brush, dipped 
it into his paint, and with one bold 
stroke wiped out the lacework. To br 
astonished assembly he then said, 
“Fools, look at the Master’s face!” They 
almost missed the glory of that painting 
by looking at the lacework. Today in 
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the presence of the wonderful gift of 
God, we need some painter of eternal 
truth to exclaim, “Look beyond the 
lacework—look at the Master’s face.”— 
From The Expositor. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Planted To Live—Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit (John 12:24). A missionary 
told of his boyhood days back in Wis- 
consin when the family was pursued by 
the wolf, hunger. His old father brought 
out the little potatoes they had left and 
said, “Mother, we’ve got to plant these.” 
But mother cried, “Daddy, we just can’t 
do it: we’ll have nothing to eat.” But 
father insisted. Mother stood there 
with tears raining down her cheeks as 
she saw those few potatoes being cut all 
to pieces and buried in the ground. 
But next fall there was a great ingath- 
ering of potatoes—food for many days. 
The lesson is plain. We need to be 
taken right out of our personal cellar, 
out of the dark—perhaps out of cold 
storage—and cut into a thousand pieces 
and planted—exposed to disintegration 
and death. Such is God’s method of 











multiplication. We cannot improve on 
the “corn-of-wheat” program. It is 
God’s path to peace, plenty, and spir- 
itual’ prosperity. And we should know 
by now that our self-preservation brings 
on us a fruitless and isolated aloneness. 
Unless planted, the corn of wheat “abid- 
eth alone.” And the penalty for such 
self-preservation is to be pickled in our 
own misery.—From L. E. Maxwell. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


As Needle and Thread.—If any man 
serve me, let him follow me (John 12: 
26). “O Lord, Thou art the needle and 
I am the cotton.” So prayed a con- 
verted native of the Belgian Congo one 
evening at a mission station. It seems 
a strange utterance to us, but it, came 
from the African’s heart. He had vis- 
ited the mission school that day, and 
had observed, while watching the girls 
sewing, how the cotton thread always 
followed the needle. “Follow me,” our 
Lord told His disciples. He would have 
us be so close to Him at all times, so 
completely yielded to Him, that we 
would follow Him as directly and de- 
pendently as the thread follows the 
needle—From The Pilgrim. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


lifted up ... will draw all men unto me 
(John 12:32). “We cannot save our- 
selves. I once went down a deep mine. 
It was a queer feeling to be down there 
in the heart of the earth, among half- 
naked men, and miners’ lights twinkling 
in the darkness. When we got on the 
cage again to come to the top, a friend 
took hold of my arm as if he would lift 
me up, but we never moved: he had no 
power to lift me, and I had no power to 
lift him. We had both to wait till the 
signal was given, and the great engine 








overhead, which we could not see, put 
out its power and drew us up. That is 
the mistake people are often making: 


Bootstrap Religion—And I, if I be |. 








“The Ideal Investment 
for a Woman” 


A stable lifetime income * no investment worries or expenses 


large tax savings * and great Christian satisfaction 


Women know how important it is to have 
peace of mind. That is why so many of 
them invest their savings in American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreements, often 
starting with as little as $100. 


They receive an immediate income— 
not deferred until old age, as with conven- 
tional types of annuity. And these pay- 
ments, unlike dividends, which increase 
income tax, actually reduce it substan- 
tially because over 80% of this annuity 
income may be tax free. 


This income is lifelong, unfailing and 
unchanging—and may also continue 


j 3 
| End Worry! AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
I 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet ss21 


throughout the life of a survivor if so 
desired. 


- Because this Christian plan—in opera- 
tion over 100 years—helps support the 
work of the Society in translating and 
distributing the Scriptures wherever the 
need exists—you share in this gréat mis- 
sion when you invest this way. 


Prompt, full payments 
without fail 
for over a century 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival’ among Negro - believers in 
Christ. A small revival spirit is burn- 
ing now among the students here. Let 
us express to them your promise of 
io oa and your good will. (Also, a 

ible Institute worker with executive 
ability is needed.) 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














THE LORD IS WORKING 
wm HOLY LAND 


Al 


Rev. Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 

for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 
HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
eee 
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they think they can save themselves or 
save one another. They can’t. You 
might as well try to lift yourselves by 
grasping your own shoulders, as try to 
save yourself by anything that you can 
do. Only the power of Christ can save 
us and draw us to Himself—From the 
Rev. J. Reid Howatt. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Good Advice or Good News?—This 
he said, signifying what death he should 
die (John 12:33). Many people think 
the Gospel is good advice. Let us never 
forget, as someone has truly said, that 
“the Gospel is not good advice, but 
good news.” It does not tell us what 
we ought to do for God; it tells us what 
God has done for us. It does not offer 
us lessons from the life of Christ; it 
offers us life by the death of Christ— 
From Charles G. Trumbull. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Inconsistent Burners!—Ye may be the 
children of light (John 12:36). Some 
years ago Captain Reginald Wallis was 
being shown over a church somewhere in 
England. It was over a thousand years 
old, and the verger was very proud of 
it. “You know, sir,” he said, “we had 
them there tallow lamps, and then we 
had them there rush lamps, and then 
wé had them chandeliers brought in, 
and now, sir, we have the gas in these 
parts, and we have got these inconsist- 
ent burners.” The Captain looked 
straight at the verger, and said, “Yes, 
I guéss you have got a lot of inconsist- 
ent burners in your church every Sun- 
day.” The tragedy is that so many 
young Christians are not incandescent 
but inconsistent. Do you know what an 
incandescent burner is? Just a frail lit- 
tle thing that you can break with a 
touch of your finger. But put it on its 
little hinges, and light your jet, and 
rightly related to the flame, your in- 
candescent mantle gives a light that the 
flame by itself would be powerless to 
give. God has chosen us to be light in 
this dark world of sin. And you and I, 
in ourselves nothing, but rightly related 
to Him who is the light of the world, 
send forth the radiance to places thet 
the light would not reach without us.— 
From Keswick Week. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 115) 


1. They made Him a supper. 


2. Because through Lazarus many be- 
lieved on Jesus. 


3. They wanted to see Jesus. 
4. It abides alone. 

5. It brings forth much fruit. 
6. He will honor him. 


7. Some thought it was an angel’s 
voice; others thought it thundered. 


8. Satan. 

9. He would draw all unto Him. 
10. Believe and walk in it. 
West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


We Wish To See Jesus 

(John 12:12-15, 20-23) 
ON’T you wish you could really 
see the Lord Jesus Christ? But I 
am sure you have many wonderful pic- 
tures of Him which you can see with 
your inside eyes. Take a good look at 
one of these pictures and tell us what 
you hear and see. Have you a picture 
with John the Baptist pointing to the 
Lord Jesus? A picture with six water 
jars? A man talking to the Lord at 
night? The Lord sitting on a well? 
An invalid lying by a pool? A boy 
with a lunch? A blind beggar? Words 

make good pictures, don’t they? 

Today we shall need our imaginations, 
too, if we are going to see one of the 
most exciting pictures of Jesus, our 
Lord. It is a holiday, and all Jerusalem 
is filled with crowds of people coming 
for the great Passover Feast. Many are 
looking forward to seeing the Prophet 
Jesus again, and wondering what mar- 
velous thing He will do next. Why, 
there were stories going around that 
He had made a man who had been 
dead four days come to life! Yes, many 
of them had even walked to Bethany 
to see that living dead man! Now 
comes word that Jesus is on the way 
to Jerusalem. “Let’s go meet Him!” is 
the cry. And soon an enthusiastic pro- 
cession is on the way. “Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord” 
(Matt. 21:9, Memory Verse). Let the 
Bible itself give us our pictures and 
the seund effects (John 12:12-15. Art- 
ists’ conceptions of the scene may also 
be displayed). 

Some later arrivals, foreigners, had 
not been in the procession that wel- 
comed Jesus, but they had heard about 
Him. How they wished they could see 
Him! To talk with Him! Were His 
wonderful promises for them, too? A 
King was He? Could they be in His 
Kingdom? They found Philip and 
asked him to take them to Jesus. 
Philip found Andrew and talked it 
over with him, and they decided to 
tell Jesus. The Lord was not thinking 
about the great King He was to be; He 
was thinking of His death—like a kernel 
of wheat that dies in the ground to 
give life to a plant that will bear more 
wheat. And those who would be in 
His Kingdom—not position and honor 
and glory because they followed a great 
King, but a life given up to help others 
as His had been, to follow Him, to do 
His will. Then, they, too, would be 
about Him in His Kingdom and receive 
real honor from God the Father. Were 
they ready for that? “He that loveth 
his life shall lose it; and he that hateth 
his life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal” (John 12:25, Golden Text. 
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The illustration that the Lord used, of 
the kernel of grain, may be exemplified 
by two beans or kernels of corn or 
bulbs, one left sitting in the sunlight 
and one buried in a plant pot. See 
that the second has proper care during 
the week, and allow the pupils to ob- 
serve the growth in weeks following, 
compared to the one that “saved” its 
life. The growing, or blooming, plant 
may also be an object lesson for the 
Easter season). 

If you want to really see the Lord 
Jesus some day, you will have to get 
there the same way—by giving up your 
way and doing His way, being helper 
and not boss, doing the hard and un- 
pleasant things that must be done. And 
yet you will be happy doing them for 
Him!—Isn’t that strange? And then, at 
last, you will be with Him forever 


' where He is truly King! 


For time-filler some Sunday see if 
pupils can give all six Golden Texts 
that contain the word “believe.” How 
many verses with the word “life” have 
they learned? Can they repeat four of 
Christ’s I am’s? 

Orono, MAINE. 


Tour to Alaska 
(Continued from page 106) 


A descriptive folder is available for 
those interested. It gives all details, 
including costs. Send a card to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. Times. Di- 
rector Jaeger and Mrs. Jaeger will be 
with the tour party throughout. 


bd 


He Trusted God 
(Continued from page 113) 


you, suppose you tell me what ails your 
dad, and where he lives.’ 

“‘He lives in a trailer out at the 
college, and he’s dying from a cancer 
of the stomach.’ 

“‘How do you know all this?’ I asked. 

“‘Because that’s what the New York 
doctors told him,’ the boy replied. ‘You 
see, he had indigestion for a long time, 
and finally, last summer, he went to 
the hospital for a checkup. They 
studied his case, took X rays and every- 
thing like that, and said He had a 
stomach cancer.’ 

“Why didn’t they operate on him?’ 

“‘“Because he wouldn’t allow them 
to. He said he was a Christian man, 
and he’d rely on the Lord for healing. 
But he kept getting worse. He couldn’t 
work any more, so he and mother 
bought the trailer, and they came down 
here to live while my sister and I went 
to Bible college.’ 

“At this point the young man grew 
terribly distressed. He kept blinking, 
and clearing his throat, and I thought 
he was about to cry. But there wasn’t 
anything for me to say, so I just sat 
there, waiting for him to get himself in 
hand and finish his story. 
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I's Easy to RAISE MONEY 
for Your Projects Through The 


BOWERS Money-Making Plan 


Thousands of organizations are doing it. Have for years! 
Bowers Specialty Candies are of such outstanding Quality, 
repeat sales come in automatically! Big Profits! Liberal Terms! 
Famous Bowers Peanut Crunch, Cashew Crunch, Cocoanut Nut 
Crisps, Creamy Mints. Also imported Old English Toffees and 
Scotch Dainties. SPRING SPECIAL: Bowers Easter Eggs! 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 





Earle $. Bowers Co. 

Division of Chas. J. Webb Sons Co., Inc. 
Moorestown, N. J. 

Please send information on fund-raising through 


the Bowers Money-Making Plan. 
Your name TOS CR POSSESSES HSE EES SESE OTESESEES + 


Address ..cccccccccccccccccvcccescesecesesece 




















Compassion for Israel 


“I want to describe our suffering family and express our deep 
gratefulness,” says this courageous Jewess. “My husband has 
suffered a stroke and became Sap or He is a living corpse. 
We have two wonderful little children, but we are now 
helpless immigrants in the land of Israel. In this time of 
great sorrow your gift arrived and brought tears to the eyes 
of my paralyzed husband. My dear children were so happy 
with the wonderful food you sent us, and now we know 
that the Lord has not forgotten us.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, 
the unemployed, the hungry whom we must shepherd and 
sustain. Please send your gift to help our ministry amongst 
the poor, the young in our Children’s Home, the aged Pico Christians and 
the babes in Christ. Let us show compassion for Israel. Further information on 
request. Address communications to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Canada 
91-T Bell Ave., T , Ont. 





U.S.A. 
5630-T North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 





In the Times, now in its 103rd Year, advertisers 
find an influential group of readers, and readers 
find a helpful group of dependable advertisements. 








FOR YOUR LIFETIME!... 


If you are interested in security and peace of mind . . . an assured, 
generous income for life . . . plus a share in training young people 
for fruitful, Christian lives and service — you'll be interested in 
the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 


ergy AN ASSURED 
INCOME 


Tomorrows, explaining the plan. 
WHEATON ANNUITIES 









4 EATON COLLEGE Dept. ST12 
Wheaton, Illinois 


| Please send me a copy of Pleasant Tomor- 
| rows, booklet explaining Annuity Plan in _ 











\ Name. Age. 
| Address PROMPT AND SURE—HAVEN'T MISSED 
I City. Zone_Sitate. A SINGLE PAYMENT IN OVER 55 YEARS! 
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WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 
speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Adorning the 
Doctrine 


“It was Paul who wrote, ‘Adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour.’ He gave the 
exhortation to Titus that the young preacher 
might pass it on to slaves—slaves tempted 
to steal from their masters (Titus 2:10). 
It is.an amazing word. To those of us com- 
mitted to Christian doctrine, who believe 
it, who see the exquisite perfection, logic 
and beauty of it, it is hard to think of 
adorning that which is so glorious in itself. 
It is like painting the rose or gilding the 
lily. And it is even more difficult to imagine 
a slave adorning the doctrine. But he can; 
sO may we. 


“The only: proper and scriptural embel- 
lishment of true Christian doctrine is the 
consecrated, godly life of the believer. Such 
adornment proves not only that the believer 
holds the truth, but that the truth holds 
him. God is always concerned, not only 
about increase of knowledge for His child, 
but also growth in grace. In fact, II Peter 
3:18 seems to stress growth in grace, ac- 
cording to the order of the words in the 
text. 


“So let us never forget that Christian 
doctrines are not only to be believed, not 
only to be taught, not only to be defended; 
they are to be adorned. And to that end 
God has given us His Son, His Word, and 
His Spirit.” 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
William Culbertson’s book God’s Provision 
for Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
roe bound. For your free copy, write 

ocdy Bible Institute, Dept. S-1-873, 820 
N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 











Ourselves and Others 
Q wg eed ge cone 
A ice ion of thought- ing 
editorials on human relations; helpral in de 
velopi and stren i Christian char- 
acter. i material for discussion 
groups. A fine item. Attractive stiff pepe 








cover, 58 35 cents each; 3 for ° 
Sunday School’ ‘Times Phila. 5, Pa. 
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“Finally, he went on: ‘1T believed 
that Dad would be divinely healed, 
too. I kept praying for him and with 
him. But it wasn’t any good. Now, 
he’s lost weight, and he is in pain all 
the time; and the past few days he 
couldn’t even eat. He’s dying, and I 
don’t know what I believe any more. 
But I want you to come give him a 
shot or something so he can rest. Will 
you?’ ” 

Derek started squirming around in 
the car seat and trying to interrupt. 

“I know what you're thinking,” Dr. 
Thompson said, “but let me _ finish.” 

“But you’re not supporting your point 
of view. You're just telling me about 
a couple of crackpot fools.” 

“IT asked you to let me finish before 
you sound off. Maybe they were wrong, 
but I don’t think they were fools. I 
felt sorry for that boy; he seemed so 
confused and beaten. It wasn’t just 
his dad’s plight, but I could see in his 
face the despair of disillusionment. 
Everything he believed and trusted in 
seemed to be toppling down around 
him, and that’s the worst sickness any- 
one can have. So I gathered up my 
bag, and we went out to the trailer. 

“Everything was just as the boy had 
said, only worse. The father looked 
like a skeleton with a yellow, blood- 
less hide pulled over it. He lay dou- 
bled up in pain, and was dehydrated 
and dry as blotting paper. He just 
stared at me and croaked a thank you 
for coming. 

“‘T told him the should get to the 
hospital at once, where I could treat 
him. But he just shook his head hope- 
lessly, and said no, he’d stay there if 
I’d just give him something for the 
pain.” 

“And you said they weren’t fools!” 

“Derek, I’m trying to be serious. Do 
you want to hear this or don’t you?” 

“Go on.” 

“Well, I sat down and began to talk 
to him about surgery.” 

“At that stage? You know surgery’s 
useless by then—you shouldn’t even 
touch him with a knife.” 

“Yes, that’s what common sense was 
telling me. Yet, atthe same time, an- 
other voice was telling me that perhaps 
I could do something to make him 
more comfortable, and what’s more im- 
portant, maybe I could restore the faith 
of this man and his family. So I 
argued with him. I sat down on his 
cot and made him admit that God 
uses men to reveal His purposes. Then 
I asked him if it wasn’t just as reason- 
able to suppose God uses doctors to 
effect healing, and if he didn’t think it 
was mighty presumptuous for him to 
expect some miracle of healing right 


‘out of the sky. I was willing to admit, 


for the sake of argument, that an Al- 
mighty God could, by very definition, 
heal him miraculously, but the ques- 
tion was whether He would usually do 
so without the intervention of a doc- 
tor. 

“The man was desperate, and I didn’t 
let up until I got some grudging agree- 
ment out of him, so that I was per- 





mitted to call an ambulance and take 
him to the hospital. 

“He turned out to have hardly any 
hemoglobin, and his blood was a rare 
—Rh negative type. But we found 
donors because the entire Bible college 
was interested in the case by that time, 
and, in the next two days, we poured 
nine pints into him. We had only 
three left, and I decided to save them 
for the day of operation. In the mean- 
time, we filled him with intravenous 
fluids and vitamins. He still wasn’t 
any first class risk the day we op- 
erated, but he was a heap better than 
the night I went out to that trailer. 
What’s more, he and the whole family 
were beginning to have some hope. 
That woebegone look had disappeared 
from their faces. 

“T’ll never forget that operation. In- 
side, he was a mess. The entire lower 
half of his stomach was involved and 
plastered down to surrounding tissues. 
But as far as I could tell, the liver - 
and other organs were not invaded! 
Ill never understand why, because 
there were lots of involved lymph 
nodes in his gastric mesentery. 

“I did just as radical a resection as 
I could. Right in the middle of my 
resection I realized I’d ligated the mid- 
dle colic artery. You know what they 
taught us in medical school—cut the 
middle colic artery and you’ve lost the 
circulation to half of the colon. 

“To make matters worse, his wife 
had been a nurse, and I was foolish 
enough to allow her in the operating 
room. She was standing right there 
beside me. When I cut that artery is 
when I blew up. I’d gone too far to 
turn back, and I didn’t see how I could 
finish without a table death. That’s 
one time I did some praying myself. 
What I prayed sounds silly, but I said: 
‘Oh, God, if you'll just let me get 
through this once I'll never be so fool- 
ish again. I’d like to quit and get 
some nice, easy job, more fit for a boob 
like me.’ 

“But I suppose that old teaching 
about the middle colic artery is an- 
other of those errors, handed down 
from textbook to textbook without 
anyone really knowing. Anyhow, noth- 
ing happened to the colon, and I got 
my nerve back and plowed on to a 
successful conclusion. 

“It wasn’t any picnic, getting him 
through the postoperative period. As 
you can imagine, he developed just 
about every complication known to 
man. But in spite of that, he was back 
in his trailer in three weeks.” 

Derek said: “I’m ready to admit 
that God must protect madmen like 
you, and that He saved you from a 
well-deserved mortality. But how 
many months did it take before this 
poor fellow was back where he’d started, 
this time with metastatic cancer?” 

Dr. Thompson couldn’t suppress a 
triumphant grin. “That’s just the 
point, my skeptical friend,” he said. 
“The man’s name was Bennett, and he 
was a preacher, and you are about to 
hear him preach, in Cedartown.” 


Toccoa, GA. 
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As you know, Sunday school teaching be- 
comes more meaningful when you know and 
understand your students thoroughly. David 
C. Cook’s new “Growing Years” series meets 
this need with a clear, concise study of each 
age group. These enlightening profiles dis- 
cuss the needs, interests and problems of the 
group on three different levels: spiritual, edu- 
cational and social. Written simply and force- 
fully, the books are extremely valuable in 
Sunday school teaching. 
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Survey 
(Continued from page 109) 


invaded his universe once and once 
for all at only one point in space- 
time when he assumed the body of a 
Jewish carpenier 1950 years ago in 
Palestine on the planet Earth.” This 
doctrine, our author says, “is provincial.” 
He then proceeds to make a reappraisal 
of the doctrine of the Incarnation, in 
which he insists that Jesus Christ “is 
not the absolute centre about which all 
truth and value revolve but is, rather, 
only one of a number of self-disclosures 
of God in this and other worlds which 
revolve around God himself as their 
collective centre.” We must now, the 
author says, “extend the Copernican 
revolution into Christology,” and he in- 
sists that such a readjustment of think- 
ing “removes Jesus from the role of 
absolute centre round which God’s whole 
creative and redemptive activity re- 
volves, to an off-centre position where 
he and other saviours revolve together, 
though in diverse orbits, around the cen- 
tral Godhead. Jesus Christ is no longer 
the one and only, complete and final 
creating and saving word of God.... 
He is not the only supernatural saviour, 
but one of a plurality of saviours sent 
forth to save a plurality of intelligent 
races of beings on a plurality of worlds 
throughout the flow of time.” We do 
not know that there are any creatures 
on any of the other planefs of this uni- 
verse, though there have been many 
guesses. Furthermore, if there are per- 
sonalities on other planets, we do not 
know if they are fallen creatures and 
thus need redemption. But from the 
Word of God, we do know this, that the 
whole universe was created by Jesus 
Christ, and not by some other incarna- 
tion of God. This is clear from the open- 
ing words from John’s Gospel, and the 
opening words of the Epistle to the 
Colossians, and elsewhere. Christ is 
constantly referred to in the New Testa- 
ment, and especially in the Apocalypse, 
as the Beginning as well as the End, the 
Alpha as well as the Omega, the First 
and the Last. “Without him was not 
any thing made that was made.” When 
we are told that Christ is the Saviour of 
the world, the Greek word is cosmos, 
and that can include as much of this uni- 
verse as we will ever be able to explore. 

Furthermore, the New Testament tells 
us that Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God, and there is no other co-equal 
Incarnation included in those statements. 
He is the only begotten Son of God. No 
man anywhere comes to the Father 
except through Christ, and to talk about 
creatures that are not men, living on 
other planets, is to talk about something 
for which we have no evidence what- 
ever. 

I am thinking of young men in this 
college who are going into the Christian 
ministry, and who are hearing in the 








When the Son of David is enthroned 
in the soul, all is quiet and springs of 
joy are opened.—Matthew Henry. 


i 





classroom such statements as_ these, * 
Frankly, they are blasphemous. If 


Christ is not the only Saviour of the — 
world, what urgency is there for young 
men to give themselves to the preaching ~ 


of the Gospel? I cannot help but won- 
der in how many so-called Christian 
colleges, not to mention the secular uni- 
versities, is the uniqueness and pre- 
eminence of Christ being so vigorously 
repudiated? 

Dr. Johnson is not only a professor in 
a Presbyterian college but he jis also an 
ordained clergyman in the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A., a mem- 
ber of the Presbytery of Kansas City. 
All Presbyterian ministers, at the time 
of their ordination, state their belief in 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
Concerning the subject of Christ, the 
Mediator, the Westminster Confession 
of Faith has this to say: “It pleased God, 
in his eternal purpose, to choose and 
ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten 
Son, to be the Mediator between God 
and man; the prophet, priest, and king; 
the head and Saviour of his Church; the 
heir of all things; and judge of the 
world; unto whom he did from all eter- 
nity, give a people to be his seed, and 
to be by him in time redeemed, called, 
justified, sanctified, and glorified. 

“The Son of God, the second person 
in the Trinity, being very and eternal 
God, of one substance, and equal with 
the Father, did, when the fullness of time 
was come, take upon him man’s nature, 
with all the essential properties and 
common infirmities thereof, yet without 
sin; being conceived by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Vir- 
gin Mary, of her substance. So that two 
whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the 
Godhead and the manhood, were in- 
separably joined together in one person, 
without conversion, composition, or con- 
fusion. Which person is very God and 
very man, yet one Christ, the only Medi- 
ator between God and man.” 

No one can say he believes these two 
statements and at the same time speak 
of other incarnations of God. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 26 


3. Hazards of Hearsay 
(Jas. 3:1-12; 1 Tim. 4:1-11) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of “Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission, 

HIS last in the series of three 
topics on the overall theme, “Grow 
Up!” is designed to warn against the re- 
peating of gossip. It cannot be charged 
that gossip is practiced only by young 
people. Many older folk are guilty of 
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hese, this evil habit. However, if we can 
It learn something of the dangers of re- 
! the peating gossip, and the harm it does, 
oung and learn to resist or conquer this bad 
ching habit while we are young, it will help 
won- us to avoid the practice as we grow 
stian older. 
uni- b 
pre- 
yusly An old parlor game that many of us 
no doubt have played demonstrates 
or in very clearly how untrustworthy hear- 
© af say can be. The group is seated in a 
res. circle and the leader whispers into the 
artemis; ear of the person next to him a short, 
City. simple sentence. This one, in turn, 
time whispers the sentence to the next per- 
f in son, and so it goes around the circle. 
aith. When the sentence gets back to the 
the leader, he tells what he has just heard 
sion and then repeats what he said in the 
God, beginning. The change in the sentence 
and is almost unbelievable. 
tten ye 
God : 
ing; It is fun to play the game of “gos- 
the sip,” but it is no fun in real life when 
the a statement about another is twisted 
ter- and distorted by irresponsible repeti- 
and tion until it does real harm. 


lied, 4 


In the first Scripture portion chosen 





rson 
rnal for our topic (Jas. 3:1-12), James com- 
with pares our tongues to the bits that men 
ime put in horses’ mouths and to rudders 
ure, that are placed on great ships. Al- 
and though small, such devices can control 
out the horse or the ship and turn them 
- of in whatever direction one wishes them 
Vir- to go. In the same manner, the tongue 
two can be used to steer an individual into 
the good or evil. James also likens an evil 
in- tongue to a fire, kindled by hell, that 
son, can start a great conflagration and can 
on- easily get out of control. 
and 
sdi- wg 

But what is to be done about such a 
two powerful agent either for good or evil? 
eak James states flatly that no man can 


tame it, yet he urges its control. Only 
by the wisdom that is from above (v. 
17) can our tongues be bridled. That 
wisdom is pure and peaceable and 
gentle and merciful, bears good fruit, 
and is without partiality or hypocrisy. 
It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit pro- 
duced in the life that is yielded to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Such a life looks to 
Him for direction, for power, and for 
victory over every temptation from 
without and every impulse from the 
old and evil nature from within (Gal. 
5:17-23). With David, we can pray 
therefore, “Set a watch, O Lord, before 
my mouth; keep the door of my lips” 





(Psa. 141:3). 
we 
As in so many phases of the Chris- 
1 tian life, yieldedness to the Lord Jesus 
+ and dependence upon the work of the 


Holy Spirit in the heart to produce 
what only God can produce, there is a 
course of action to be taken. It is 
found in Philippians 4:5-8. After urg- 
ing the Philippian believers to complete 
trust in the Lord and to putting every- 
thing into His hands realizing that He 
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Through Missionary Union, 

a student organization, you 
may serve on deputation 
teams, hear different 
missionary speakers, pray for 
missionaries on every field 
and read letters from them. In addition to a thorough background of Bible and 
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aviation and 
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meeting the urgent 
need on mission fields. 


At Moody you put into practice what you learn. In 
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course requires six weeks of supervised summer field 
work in home missions, 


Instruction in Aviation— 
leading to a commercial 
pllot’s license . . . Radio and 
Communications—building 
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radio equipment. 
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TO THE JEW 
FIRST 


North Africa a Jewish population 

center? There are about a third 

as many Jews in this region as 

in Israel. We are now expanding 

our missionary outreach to North” 
Africa’s half million Jews, as. well as inau- 
gurating a vigorous gospel witness to the Jews 
of France, Belgium and Switzerland. — 

Jews of many countries, and particular’ 
our own, in ever yooges numbers are fin 
ing Christ through the bi-lingual New Testa- 
ments, which carry the Hebrew text in parallel 
columns with the second language. The de- 
mand is running far ahead of our ability to 
supply it. One reason Jews will read these 
Testaments is their reverence for Hebrew, 
their sacred language. 

Bringing Christ to the Jews should be one 
of the most urgent tasks of all who realize 
that He is still their promised Messiah. It is 
only as you pray and give that we can make 
your love real and meaningful to the lost sheep 
of the House of Israel. 


Special offer to new sub- 
scribers: our quarterly maga- 
zine, THE EVERLASTING NATION, 
for 2 years for only $1.00. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world renowned minister and author : 














can keep their hearts and minds 
through Christ, Paul says: 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these 
things” (v. 8). 

When we keep our minds and 
thoughts occupied with Christ and with 
that which is true and lovely and pure, 
we shall not have time for idle gossip 
and tale carrying. Many have found 
helpful in guarding against gossip a lit- 
tle reminder card bearing these words: 

Is it true? 

Is it kind? 

Is it necessary? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Worship 





Pamily Worship, ~_ 4 Bible readings and 
notes prepared by e Scripture Union, 
2136 Darby Road, Havertown, Pa. 
Mon., Feb. 27. 
According to Mark 10:46, the name of 
the blind man was Bartimaeus and he 
was one who made the most of his op- 
portunities. This was the last visit that 
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Luke 18:35-43. 


Jesus ever paid Jericho, and if blind 
Bartimaeus had not been determined 
that Jesus should heal him then,. he 
would have been blind forever. Learn 
the lesson. You cannot turn to Jesus 
whenever you want to. You can only 
come to Him when He gives you the 
desire, the will, and the opportunity. 
Bartimaeus may have been blind in 
body, but he could see that Jesus was 
the Messiah, great David’s greater Son 
(v. 39). He had little to encourage him 
—in fact, many discouraged him (v. 39) 
—but Bartimaeus had a strong and liv- 
ing faith which showed itself in his 
loud and persistent cry, “Thou son of 
David, have mercy on me.” 

A Prayer: Lord God Almighty, whose 
eternal counsel ordereth all things, who 
hast ordained Thy gracious purposes in 
the life of every man, teach us to un- 
derstand, and with glad heart to obey 
Thy will concerning us; knowing that 
without Thee there can be at the last 
no success, and with Thee no failure; 
for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 

Question: Jesus said to Bartimaeus, 
“Go thy way” (Mark 10:52), but what 
did Bartimaeus choose to do? 


Tues., Feb. 28. Luke 19:1-10. 

The crowd was large and Zacchaeus 
was small. He was a tax collector, too, 
with a bad reputation. “Jesus would 
not like to see a fellow like me,” he 
might have said. Then he thought 
quickly—“I know the very place, I will 
climb that big fig tree whose branches 
overhang the road. The leaves will 
hide me and I shall see Jesus perfectly.” 
That is exactly what he did. But, as 
Jesus passed under the tree, He stopped, 
looked up, called Zacchaeus by name, 
and asked Himself to dinner. Then it 
dawned on Zacchaeus, “Why! the great 
Teacher loves sinners. Of course, I 
will open my home to Him.” 

A Prayer: O God, who art love, giv- 
ing all things freely, and bearing with 
long-suffering the ingratitude of Thy 
children, draw us near to Thee, not 
through fear of Thy displeasure, nor 
through hope of reward, but through 
the love wherewith Thou hast loved 
us: in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Question: For what kind of people 
did Jesus come? (v. 10.) 


Wed., March 1. Luke 19:11-19. 

Some years before our Lord told this 
parable, there lived in Palestine a state 
official, named Herod. So popular was 
he with the emperor that he was made 
king, and the state official became 
Herod the Great. When Herod died, 
his realm was divided and Herod’s son, 
Archelaus, went to Rome to receive his 
kingdom from the emperor. No sooner 
had he left the shores of Palestine than 


. the Jews sent a deputation to the em- 
peror, bearing a terse message, “We will - 


not have this man to reign over us.” 
But the deputation did not get its way, 
and Archelaus became king. When he 
returned to Palestine, he duly rewarded 
those who had been faithful, and he 
brutally punished those who had op- 
posed him. Everyone knew that story, 
and our Lord took it and turned it into 


a parable about Himself. “I am going — 
away,” He says, “and I shall come back ~ 


again as King. In the meantime, I am 
making you able to serve Me. Be faith- 
ful and work. hard. I shall praise you 
if you are faithful but, if you are faith- 
less, you will be greatly to blame.” 

A Prayer: We pray Thee, O Lord, not 
that our path may be smooth, but that 
Thou wouldest give us faith to tread it 
without fear, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Question: Why did the nobleman 
praise his servants? Was it because 
they were successful? 


Thurs., March 2. Luke 19:20-28, 


Our Lord has loaned something very 
valuable to every Christian; it is the 
knowledge of Himself. Always remem- 
ber that what you know about Christ 
is something (a “pound”) which God 
has entrusted to you. He expects you 
to use it to His benefit. I know a stu- 
dent who so used his knowledge of God 
that he won ten other students for 
Christ. A crippled woman so used her 
“pound” that she won twenty of her 
neighbors. Do you get the idea? To- 
day, we read of a servant who did not 
use his pound at all. Some Christians 
are like that; they do not pass on their 
knowledge of God to anybody. 

A Prayer: O everlasting God, enable 
us so to use the gifts which Thou hast 
entrusted to us, to Thy glory and in the 
service of others, that at the last we 
may hear that most joyful voice, “Well 
done, thou good servant; thou hast been 
faithful”; through the same our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. ‘ 

Question: Which verse makes you 
think that you may lose your gift if 
you do not use it? : 


Fri., March 3. Luke 19:29-40. 


Christ’s only servant when He en- 
tered Jerusalem was an ass! We shall 
learn from that animal today. A lamb 
had to be sacrificed if a newborn colt 
was to live (Exod. 13:13). We, too, 
can only serve Christ when we have 
been redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb of God. The colt was tied and 
it had to be loosed and brought to 
Jesus. Many of us are tied by fear, sin, 
or bad habits. We need to be loosed 
before we can serve our Lord. A friend 
of the writer’s brought him to Jesus and 
persuaded him to give his life to the 
Lord. Have you been brought to Jesus 
like that? You cannot serve Him until 
you belong to Him. 

A Prayer: Almighty God, today we 
remember our Redeemer’s entry into 
the city and we beseech Thee that now 
and ever He may triumph in our hearts. 
Let the King of grace and glory enter 
in and enable us to lay ourselves and 
all that we are in full and loyal homage 
before Him; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Question: How do you know, that the . 


colt had never been broken in? 


Sat., March 4. Luke 19:41-48, 

Today’s reading shows the Son of 
God in tears! Tears rarely come to men. 
Intense pein, disappointment, bitter 
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grief, or unrequited love may bring 


them. So, when we see our Lord weep- 


ing over Jerusalem, we catch a glimpse 
of His love and compassion for men. 
The people of Jerusalem were rebel- 
lious, hypocritical, stubborn, self-right- 
eous and utterly unloving. Yet our 
Lord loved them so much that their 
lack of response broke His heart. We 
cannot understand the love of God. 
God so loved the world that He gave us 
His Son. But why should God love us? 
And, if Christ weeps over cities, does 
He not weep over you and me who 
ought to love Him so much more than 
we do? 


A Prayer: O Lord our Saviour, full 
of grace and truth, fill us Thy servants 


’ with Thine own divine compassion: that 


we may not only bear witness with 
Thee to the truth, but, speaking the 
truth in love, may speak to the heart 
and conscience of men; to the glory of 
Thy name. Amen. 


Question: Jerusalem means “posses- 
sion of peace.” Which verse today 
speaks about this peace? 


Sun., March 5. Luke 20:1-8. 


In our pockets many of us have a 
piece of paper, signed by a Mr. L. K. 
O’Brien. It is small and has no real 
value, but because Mr. O’Brien has 
signed it in the name of the Bank of 
England, that piece of paper is worth 
one pound. The Bank of England has 
given authority to its Chief Cashier to 
sign its notes in this way. When our 
Lord was on earth, the religious leaders 
questioned Him, “Who gave You au- 
thority to do these things?” It was a 
very silly question. Nobody questions 
the authority of the Chief Cashier to 
sign the pound note. The note itself is 
so clearly a thing of value that people 
accept it without question. Jesus per- 
formed wonderful miracles; His teach- 
ing was unsurpassed; His life was 
perfect; He taught the Scriptures and the 
Scriptures upheld His claim to be God. 
You do not doubt the worth of your 
pound note. Can you doubt the worth 
of Jesus? 


A Prayer: We beseech Thee, Al- 
mighty God, look upon the sincere de- 
sires of Thy humble servants, and 
stretch forth the right hand of Thy 
majesty, to be our defense against all 
our enemies; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Question: Why were the religious 
leaders unwilling to say what they 
thought about the work of John the 


Baptist? 





Daily Bible Readings 
To Accompany the Lesson 


Mon., Feb. 20—John 12:9-19 
Tues., Feb. 21—Isaiah 53:4-9 
Wed., Feb. 22—Matthew 20:20-28 
Thurs., Feb. 23—Mark 9:30-37 
Fri., Feb. 24—John 12:27-36 
Sat., Feb. 25—Acts 11:19-26 

Sun., Feb, 26—John 12: 44-50 
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Surely Your Heart Will Open 
To One Of These Korean Orphans 


Choose One of These To Sponsor — How Can Anyone Refuse? 
They Cry Out for Comfort, Love, Warmth, Food and Clothing. 


Only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—covers complete care, 
including school tuition, which is not free in Korea. Each child 
has a heart-breaking story. 


Darling little Myeong Shin, Number K-1 above, and her brother 
lost their father who died of T.B. a month after she was born. The mother had no money 
or income. She had to beg for her children, carrying them with her as she went from 
door to door. Finally, exhausted and deep in despair, she brought them to the Pusan city 
authorities who placed them in our Korean Christian Orphanage. 


Number K-10 above is Oh Bok Hwan. His father.died the month the child was born, 
leaving no money or property. The mother, after trying desperately to feed and clothe 
herself and child, suddenly disappeared, abandoning Oh Bok Hwan. An uncle cared for 
him for three months and then he, too, died. Oh Bok Hwan was found on the road, 
wandering, begging and crying. 


RESCUED FROM DESPAIR 


Now he is cared for in our orphanage in Daechun, which is desperately in need of many 
new sponsors. Every child is waiting to have a ‘loving foster “Daddy and Mommie”! 
You can ask a friend to be a co-sponsor with you—only $4 each per month—or interest 
your Sunday School, Bible Class, Youth Group, Ladies Society, etc. Thus you will help 
train a possible future Christian leader in Korea. 


Korea has more orphans than any other nation we know of due to the ravages of war, 
poverty and disease. Babies are abandoned and beggar boys roam the streets with no 
place to sleep except under bridges and in doorways. Could you see the abject misery 
so prevalent, your heart would be moved to help us get more children into our orphanages 
where they would have loving Christian care, happiness and health. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 





The ESEA is carin 
for over 6000 or- 4848 North Leonard Drive Dept. ST-2 Chicago 31, Illinois 
phans, i ee CLIP AND MAIL TODAY na 


ers and war widows. 
Over 6 million meals 
are served each year. 
Many more children 
are in desperate need, 


an orphan for one year. 
this child has been “ a 


address and story and | wish. 
Enclosed is swppor for firs! month, wy aot rear SEND Lt PARTICU- 


(0 Please send me further information. 


GN ng iv ccicntdeccsc canter tsevvesanns es Zane, GARGS 66 se cedva cers 
Pe Ee SOE SO NSE All gifts and sponsorings are income 
tax deduct 

THE a te ea EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


‘el. Gladstone 6-6181 
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Dept. 1-2, 4848 No. teonaed Bon Chicago 31, Ill. 
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Faith 

Seminary builds 
20th century 

reformers 

on pillars 

of Scripture 





SELENE Ne ET RE OE ITT RES ELI er ara ea tha 


At Faith Theological Seminary, the Holy 
Scriptures provide the cornerstone and source 

of all teaching. Every phase of Seminary 
instruction is rooted in the Divine authority of 
the Word of God. Faith Theological Seminary 
is pre-millennial in outlook and rejoices in the sure 
knowledge of the imminent.return of Jesus 
Christ. The Seminary offers the dedicated 
Christian, seeking larger opportunities for service, 
education that is academically sound, 

biblically sure. 


There is.no charge for tuition or rooms at 

Faith Seminary. The whole purpose of the school 
is to teach the whole counsel of God and thereby 
prepare 20th Century Reformers to preach ‘‘thus 
saith the Lord"’ and to meet challenges to historic 
Christianity propagated by the activities and 
thoughts of liberal theologies. 


Financially, the Seminary is undergirded by 

the systematic, benevolent giving of Christian 
people. Dr. Allan A. MacRae is president of the 
Seminary; Dr. Carl Mcintire is president of the 
board. These men and the Seminary invite you 
to consider carefully the opportunities offered you 
by graduate education set on Scriptural pillars. 
Fill out and return the coupon at once. You will be 
opening your door to larger service for the Lord. 












STUDENT OFFICE _ SST 161 
FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
ELKINS PARK 

PHILADELPHIA 17, PA. 

PLEASE SEND ME FREE 
CATALOGUE AND BROCHURE. 
Name_ 
Address. 
City. Zone. 
State. 
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